
HUMMER HOUSE, MAY 2010

Want to have a wonderful weekend or just a Saturday get-a-way?
Then head your car toward Christoval, Texas to the Hummer
House, owned and operated by Dan and Cathy Brown.  What a
time you will have exploring nature, whether you rent one of the
three cottages or just spend the day enjoying nature.

The first thing you will notice on your arrival at the Hummer
House is all the hummingbirds flittering around all the feeding
stations just outside the Observation Room, where Dan will give
you a fascinating account of what life has been like for them living
in this enchanted area.

To my amazement, as I peered through the plate glass windows in
the Observation Room, I  caught a glimpse of many black-chinned
hummingbirds.



As Dan began to give an account of what it is like to feed and tend
to all the wildlife that have taken up residence on their property, I
noticed a fountain in front of me which to my surprise there was a
hummer taking a bath.  I had never seen this even, so to say I was
excited is an understatement.

Dan also informed us that two years ago, a really bad hail storm hit
their area and killed half the population of hummers.

Dan and Cathy have many groups that come and band many of the
birds that migrate through their property.  However, there is one
that he makes sure they do not band, he calls it his “buddy”; a Red
Shouldered Hawk.  On our nature walk through the property, we
caught a glimpse of
him.



I have two Canon SLR’s hung round about my neck, one with a
70-300 zoom and the other with either a 50mm macro or an 18-
135.  I do not want to miss one picture.  This particular weekend I
mainly used my 300 and the macro.   During Dan’s talk, I spotted a
‘Golden-fronted woodpecker’ . He was hanging on the side of a
tree, pretty far out there, so my 300 did its job.

One bird, that I have been longing to see was the Painted Bunting.
WOW!! They were all over the feeders and on the grounds with
many Lesser Goldfinches and Cardinals.
 



Another observation I made was that Dan and Cathy hang
containers with quilt batting in them.  The hummers make their
nests using this material.  Dan said not to put lint from your dryers
out for them to use to build nests, because when the wind blows
the nests will disintegrate.

On our nature hike, I noticed a white flag marker on the ground.
When I approached I looked up and there was a mother hummer on
the nest.  What a wonderful sight!!

 



I was told that the turkeys are abundant in the area, and as we were
listening to Dan tell all his wonderful stories, along came many
turkeys to eat the corn Dan had placed for them.

The Hummer House is located
along the banks of the spring-
fed South Concho River,
eighteen miles south of San
Angelo, Texas.

When you leave the Hummer House, be sure and stop in  San
Angelo at The Civic League Park located at 24 South Park Street,
between Beauregard and Harris to see beautiful water lilies.



 Also allow time to have a nature walk nearby along the Concho
River.  Along the banks, we spotted a Blue Heron on its nest, a
Nutria, Cormorants, and many friendly ducks.



To plan your stay at the Hummer House call 325-255-2254 to
make your reservations, if you would like to spend the weekend or
you can call to make a reservation to just spend the day and hear
the talk.  But you must call, room is limited.

By:  Annette Moellering


