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This photo essay presents some of the flora and fauna that can

be seen in February in the open field habitat at the Sibley Nature
Center as well as a little early history of the site . The changes in
the seasons generate an abundance of additional flora and fauna

for ayear -round study.



This Paper Wasp (Polistes) nest was found hanging on a
mesquite limb. Ofte n mistakenly called a Yellow Jacket, the
Paper Wasp builds nests in branches and overhangs out of saliva
and wood pulp, while the Yellow Jacket builds nests in the
ground or at ground level in stumps and logs.

The aadult paper wasp drinks nectar and juices from rotting and
crushed fruit. The larva feeds on insects that have been pre -
chewed by adults. Nest building is performed in the spring by

aault females. When the nest is sufficiently completed, one of

the females becomes the dominant queen. Only mat ed young
females overwinter, hiding under vegetation liter and in stone

walls. All other workers, old queens and larvae die over the

winter.
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These puffballs, ( Tulostomataceae) are possibly a species of
Buried - stalk puffball s. They are foundins andy soils associated
with interior deserts and arid mountains.



Badger (Taxidea taxus) and packrat (Neotoma micropus) burrows
can be found at the Sibley Nature Center . An abandoned badger
hole is shown in the top picture and a packrat escape tunnel /s
shown in the  lower picture. The packrat tunnel is beside the

packrat nest shown below.



A packrat nest is usually found under shrubs orcactus (above ).
The packrat Is reduced to eating bark from branch es for
nourishment and moisture aduring the winter shortage of  other
suitable food sources ( below ).
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This is a coyote footprint (Canis latrans). The coyote is an agile
and intelligent animal. It can leap up to 14 feet, runs comfortably
at 25 to 30 mph, and can reach 40 mph for short distances. It
eats small animals, birds, amphibians, insects, snakes and fruit.
It will at times use a badger as a means for acquiring its prey.



To do this, t  he coyote will sit at the back entrance escape hole
of a rode nt, while a badger tries to dig the prey out of the main
hole. When the prey runs out of the escape tunnel, the coyote
captures it.

The coyote & den is usually in an underground burrow, a rock

crevice, wash embankment or cave. They mate for several ye ars
or for life, with 1 to as many as 19 pups born in April or May.

Their call can generally be heard from dus k to dawn, with the

most well known of their varied calls being a prolonged  high -

pitched  howl ending with a series of short yips.
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Desert Holly ( Ac ourtia nana ), Is a hardy arid climate plant with
spined leaves that remain on the stems after frost. The flower is
a fuzzy pink flowerless daisy (composite) . This plant can be

found in Arizona, New Mexico and Texas. Itis a member of the

aster family , and is also called dwarf deseripeony.



Two species of  ephedra found at Sibley . The top photo is a low
growing short variety, and the lower photo shows a bush variety.



Ephedra is found in all four deserts of the United States, in
plains, mesas and sandy soil environments generally at
elevations below 5,000 feet. There are several species of
ephedra in the southwestern U.S.

E. veridis, commonly called Mormon Tea, has been used in the

past as a tea, hence its name Mormon Tea. It contains ephedri ne

alkaloids. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, in February

2004, issued a final rule that went into effect in April 2004 that

banned oéthe sale of dietary suppl ements cor
alkaloids (ephedra) because such supplements present an

unmea sonabl e ri sk of [/ /I ness or-irnjury. o (U.S.
February, 2004).

The male Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) sits on a high perch n
winter where the he can defend his territory . This bird gets its

name from imitating the songs and calls of other birds, and is
known to imitate tractor S, car s, siren s and other sounds. He
practices these calls incessantly, even while nesting in very

early morning, well before daylight.



