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By Juneõs end, rain had dumped 14ó of moisture onto 
Texasõ Ector and Midland counties.  Monahans Draw, which 
begins in Odessa and winds its way through the county and 
on into Midland, swells with water that ever so slowly 
makes its way east in a vast system of ôdrawsõ that  
eventually become the headwaters of the Colorado River, 
creating a wide playa called the ôQuien Sabe Playaõ at this 
location.  Summer of 2009, Master Naturalists from the 
Sibley Nature Center in Midland, Texas, had visited this 
very spot. I was eager to go view the area again to  
compare the two years and introduce my friend Debi Cates to the region as well.  

 
Going east on I-20 from Odessa, we took Exit 158 and turned 
south on FM 751.  This road Tõs on ranchland and we turned 
left.  Soon there is a distinct curve where the asphalt turns 
abruptly, but a caliche road continues directly forward past 
a handsome 
stand of  
soapberry trees, 
an old red barn 
visible in the  
distance.  
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Soon one can 
hear the sharp 
cracks of rifles 
from the firing 
range nearby, 
interspersed with 

metallic thuds ñdid we need to hit the dirt to 
duck ricocheting bullets?  Wildlife at this vast 

playa has obviously learned to ignore the  
piercing sounds, and red winged blackbirds 
chided us for disturbing their afternoon.  
Anglos erroneously heard the name of the 
playa, Quien Sabe, as ôconsavvyõ. In Spanish 
it translates to òWho knows?ó 


