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Acorn Woodpecker in the basin of the Chisos Mountains
Photograph by Jeff Mohamed who blogs about birds and othdifevild
in the Houston area - and occasionally farther afield.
http://www.jeffincypress.blogspot.com/



Charles Coffman of the NRCS found this plant in a saire@ along the
salt fork of the Red River in Hall County. He sentplheto to Steve Nelle
of the NRCS in San Angelo who identified it as Pseudodagmgnaria, a
species found in gyp soil between Orla and the Guadalupe Mosintdiis
Is a significant range extension. The saline and gypitsy aiothe rivers of
the breaks may reveal other interesting finds. We hope pamele get out
and investigate the habitat!



"The Texas Mountain Trail organization plans to produciedany map of the
six westernmost counties of the state for the gene@debif he region includgs
Big Bend National Park, the Davis Mountains, Guadalupe Mastéational
Park and El Paso County. If you would like to particiet@n advertiser,
send an email to: texasmountaintrail@gmail.com.

Much of West Texas and Eastern New Mexico are theewig

grounds for several species of Longspurs. The birds flyose flocks
numbering sometimes in the hundreds, swooping over farm eldls
landing near shallow water. They rarely allow people to agprtdzem
closely, so birders have to rely on the birds “jizz.'ikBBreden of
Andrews photographed these McCown'’s Longspurs near Balmorhea
near the little town of Saragosa.



Song for a Kestrel
by Hugh P. Burke (Corpus Christi)

Your shoulders, bronzed and speckled black,
Emblazoned in the verve of sunlight,
Hide the fabric and sinew of a celerity

That waits to burst through azure wings.
Arising, your crimson tail will flash
And the mark below knows not your brilliance.

Your chosen course to hunt while suspended,
Distinguishes you among empyrean kind.
No master of soil or all-seeing vantage,
The wind’s breath pervades you, yet against it you fly.
Hovering, beneath you lay field and forest
Above you is watching, the eyes of your kindred.

Such sorrow in your sable tears,
Though your eyes are spared the provenance.
Rather, their melancholy black seems to drip
From a crown of cobalt, to match your wing.

Alighting, may you find your nourishment
Hiding within a bundle of grass and earth.




Trans Pecos Water Trust & Environmental Defense Fund
Riparian Restoration Workshop: February 13-15

Feb 13- Arrive at Presidio (Terry Bishop's and at th&laence of Rio Grande and Rio
Conchos or "La Junta De Los Rios") and camp alongsidéelly Pruitt's homestead**

Feb 14- 8 am-3pm plant native plant/revegetation num@iection of Terry Bishop's Farm
and teach different propogation/harvesting and plamtiethods.

Feb 14 5 p.m.- Head to Mexico and camp at Agrillal alolmg@®®nchos with Hermelinda
Gutierrez and World Wildlife Fund partners

Feb 15 9am-2pm Teaching/planting workshop in Mexico or woylatigthe Ecopark the
ejido has established

Feb 15th 4pm Conclude workshop, head home

** Additional information:

A. Kelly Pruitt is a 90+ year old local artist, writersage who has established a campsite on
Terry's farm and lives there in wintertime. The TrBesos Water Trust will take care of
food for those camping. Alternatively, there are saMeotel options in Presidio, where

folks can stay if they prefer not to lug camping equipniemresidio. Presidio also has an
RV park. Camping is also available at Big Bend Statk 8aout 20 miles from Presidio,
Lajitas (45 miles), Terlingua (60 miles), or Big Bend NatldPark (85 miles).

Participants are welcome to attend either or bothidioesnd Ojinaga workshops, but the
hotel and transport options for Ojinaga will need to beke out once we know how many
participants we have for that workshop and whengdhe coming from. Camping may
be the only option here as the site is some 45 kilostruth of Ojinaga and the only hotels
in the area are in Ojinaga. Food will be supplied by tide® &nd we will likely take up a
collection to pay for it.

Workshop limit is 35 people, so register soon if you plarotoecand more details will fol-
low.

Contact davidcrum@gmail.com for more information.

David Crum

Director

Trans Pecos Water Trust

PO Box 314, 601 N. State Street

Ft Davis, Texas 79734

432-426-2244 office/432-488-7390 cell
www.transpecoswatertrust.org



During that time George W. Bush was our governor Crepeldtwas nomi-
nated as the state shrub by Laura Bush and voted irablethslature, taking
the place of prickly pear. | believe that a nativenpkEhould be the state shrub.
| nominate the Texas Mountain Laurel.

Paul Dowlearn, Wichita Valley Nursery

web site.http://www.fallsonline.com/wichitavalley

TEXAS MOUNTAIN LAUREL

Texas Mountain Laurel (sophora secundiflora) is indigetotise Texas Hill
Country and the Trans-Pecos region. This beautiful everdi@earing shrub
Is seemingly surrounded by a veil of intrigue and mysteoy.\ell known or
planted much outside its home range, Texas mountain Bawkl be utilized
as an outstanding landscape specimen over much of teefstavere better
understood.

The controversy begins with attempting to define this plarat tiee or a shrub.
The simple definition has always been that a treenseshing we can walk un-
der and a shrub is something we must walk around. Holdingstal¢finition |
would have to say that Texas mountain laurel is mosthyabs Most

authors seem to agree. Most of us shouldn't worry aboutidmatmum height
because this is not a fast growing plant and by nature @o88ecimen would
also have to be VERY old. So God grant you should live looggmto have
that problem.

In the home landscape | like to use Texas mountain lasit@facal point. It
works well anywhere you might use standard yaupon, crepe noriey of
the mid-sized junipers. The shiny dense evergreen leavkgbod in all sea-
sons and the showy fragrant (reminds most people of grapeldogsdms are
a real show stopper in early spring. | especially like amfpit where the pre-
vailing wind can drift that scent toward the house oingjtareas..

Another intriguing issue concerning our mountain laurebisl hardiness.
Benny Simpson made the observation that in climates cthldarzone 8,
"flowering is not reliable because of late freezes.Turther confuse this issue,
we recently received a new hardiness zone map jusispetl by the American
Horticulture Society which now pushes the northern bosfieone 8 to the
Red River in North Central Texas. Whether this is duetent warming trends
or a response to better weather data, it does seem to sim@Astification for
those of us in North Texas to continue to experiment witle Zplants



Some years ago | had the pleasure of being introducedve &td Sherry
Bieberich, owners of Sunshine Nursery in Clinton, Oklaho@linton is smack
dab in zone 6 where winter lows typically dip below thezweark. Yet there is
a Texas mountain laurel growing in the demonstratiodeges that judging
from its size had been there for awhile. According te&téhis specimen had
been grown from seed collected from high elevationsefithadalupe
Mountain range. Naturally | was compelled to purchase aoféspring from

his plant to experiment with at our nursery in Wichitéis-a

Several years later, Phil Hague, one of our formereyeps, found a fine old
specimen here in Wichita Falls. That spring the pleag putting off a profuse
bloom which resulted in many seeds collected by Phil. Judgong thhe age of
the vacant house, the shrub had to be at least 40 andavayeen as much as
80 years old. Unfortunately, this venerable shrub was destrihye very next
year when a new business bought the property, but thafksltthe seedlings
live on. This and other sightings of Texas mountain laueglamt obvious that

it had been used as a landscape plant here in North Teyaars gone by.

One last bit of intrigue that may help explain theayal lack of popularity is
that the plant is quite poisonous. The flowers sg®dld and the bright red
seeds do resemble some types of candy. However, thaiseegtremely hard
to extract from the pod usually requiring a hammer or soter tool to

get them open. History tells us that several Soutlemedndian tribes did use
the beans (also known as mescal bean) as a potion in gédtals. Used in the
right amount this drug could induce powerful visions. Ingestioeghuch could
certainly kill a person. You may also find it interestingbte

that one of the common Anglo names for the plant wasdhigk bean." So
perhaps a few of the European settlers may have hattatawell. Don't deny
yourself the beauty or the ease of growing Texas moulataial. Just don't eat
it. OK?

Other criteria for growing mountain laurel concerns aai soil moisture. The
plant thrives in the highly alkaline limestone soils of tidsvgrds Plateau. It
will not tolerate soils with an acid ph. Positive dra@asgyalso critical. This is
one of the most drought tolerant shrubs in the landscapstigdOnce estab-
lished the plant will survive on rainfall alone. In healgy soils it should be
planted high and dry. The ideal raised bed for mountain lauraldshontain a
good portion of compost mixed with plenty of limestone graAglyou may
have already guessed, hot weather is not a problem.



Black throated sparrow (also known as the desert sparrow)
Photo taken by Bob Rasa (of Uvalde) on the Del Rio Chrishinds
Count (CBC). Any of the west Texas and Eastern New Me&iBCs
with creosote bush, catclaw, and other such desert schoiththaill
have these dapper dudes! Despite forty mile an hour vainDel Rio ,
some good birds were found; Gray Vireo and Couch’s Kingbird!

Hooded Merganser at
Lake Balmorhea CBC

Photo by Erik Breden




HOODED MERGANSER - Frances Williams — December, 1994

***The late Frances Williams was a pioneering birdwatané/\Nest Texas
from the early 1940’s until her death in 2000. She oftetigiaated in as many
as 12 Christmas Counts in the region each year. She iwasadng member of
the Texas Ornithological Society and its Bird Records Citt@enwrote the
section on the Cassin’s Sparrow for Bent's Life Higt® of American Birds,
and was regional editor for American Birds for 25 ge&he also published
the Midland Naturalist newsletter, “The Phalarope” for 8&rg., from which
the following essay was taken.

The wind was gusting to 30 mph and the smaller birds on Sdda
were half hidden by the vigorous waves. In addition, theregbsewere
looking west into the afternoon sun and the birds were ijbstugttes. A hot,
dry summer and fall had reduced the size of the lakealfyoht there was still
a large expanse of water on which to spot one small ddakRose Marie
Stortz had found a male Hooded Merganser there earliee iay) and the
sight of this handsome duck is worth the extra effort mivdake to see it.

In the protected cove to the south was a small flockufffdheads. Also
black and white and small, would the merganser be hard toglisth under
the less than optimum conditions? No problem! The sdktte of each species
Is big-headed, but the Bufflehead has a rounded head, Wwaitgdst of the
Hooded Merganser is evident even when it is lowered. ésaanned the
group of Buffleheads, the merganser came out of the grudigailed out into
the open. As he turned this way and that, he occasiaa#ld his crest,
revealing the black-edged fan of pure white that he waatss head. When
his crest was compressed, only a small triangular patatmicé was visible.
Because he was partially hidden by the waves we coulderdhs two black
bars across his white breast, or his brown sides.

Hooded Mergansers spend the summers in the forestxati€and in
wooded areas of most of the states east of the Missisdippre is one
documented nesting record in Texas. Since Soda Lake fitkeg have been
regular winter visitors in Midland County, arriving in gaNovember and
staying until the end of February. They visit here motencénd in larger
numbers than either Common Mergansers or Red-breastemiiMers. The
Hooded is less dependent on fish than the other two spesigag more on
insects and crustaceans.”



Like the Wood Duck, Bufflehead and the two species of Goldeney
Hooded Mergansers raise their young in woodpecker holesds trear the
banks of small ponds. One of Marty Stauffer’s better viddosvs a female
Wood Duck and a female Hooded Merganser sharing the samd megtas
also been documented in the scientific literature - ashieafact that Common
Goldeneye eggs and Barred Owl eggs have been found in Hoodeanskerg
nests. Dr. George Sutton, Birds Worth Watchingtells of an experience one
of his students had in studying Hooded Mergansers. The stiodew a nest
in a tree cavity. In order to monitor the nest, he qubr@ion of the tree so he
could reach into the nest. He chopped away for several mitigsfelt inside
the nest. “First he felt the chips that had accumuldkesh under them, the soft
feathers of the hen merganser’s back. Not once, dtlvatdong ordeal, had
she attempted to leave those precious eggs.”

American Pipit at Lake Balmorhea
Photo by Erik Breden



Winter Music
Judith Jones—Amarillo

In the second week in May on an early morning visit tdoihek blind in
Palo Duro Canyon | found it almost deserted. Two weeks befbeslibeen a
busy hub for spring migrants, including a single Harris's oparseveral
Spotted Towhees and numerous White-crowned Sparrows. Thadslreen
filled with the songs of the White-crowned Sparrows,heagsal for things to
come further north. Some of them were in pre-nuptiat and had a “bed-head
appearance”.

White-crowned Sparrows are one of my favorite birds arabofse one
of the first sparrows | could identify as a beginning birderesonenty years
ago. Of the five subspecies of White-crowned Sparrows mostigratory;
some migrate only short distances, others for thousdrid®meters. Two of
these subspecies, leucophrys and gambelii are found irexias Panhandle in
the winter. The other subspecies are present in the toegitans of California
and in the West from Nevada to northern New Mexico.

White-crowned Sparrows breed from Alaska, northern Caaadas far
south as northern New Mexico. The males are thetdiratrive on the breeding
grounds and the females follow about two weeks laterintasesting to note
that it is the female that initiates courtship. She alsrforms a distraction
display if her nest is approached. The nest is a cup dlzaqebuilt on or very
near the ground in a small shrub. Late snow storms eartdenest failure.

Predators include Barn Owls, American Kestrels, Skarmpned Hawks,
crows, ground squirrels and Western Garter Snakes. Clatelisdrom 3-7
eggs that are pale greenish blue marked with brown spatsl2tdays until the
eggs hatch and the male helps feed the young for thevéedt. Adult weight is
reached in 30 days.

The beautiful song of the White-crowned Sparrow is thaintto fame
in the academic bird world. For almost 50 years their sasgken studied and
several dialects have been identified. Male birds leasing in their natal en-
vironment and if they hear 2 separate dialects during thatthey can be
bilingual and sing in both dialects.

In preparing this article | found the song described in maays from
melancholy to ethereal but | think Kenneth Seyffert in hiskiiods of the
Texas Panhandle says it best:

“Singing birds may be heard all winter, particularly onnvatays of sunshine,
and their plaintive opening whistles followed by trills evakspirit of
community.”

| simply call it “winter music.”



Adult and immature White Crowned Sparrows

Photo by Chris Cherry (Midland, but currently of Afghaarg



Chihuahuan Desert Education Coalition
Established 2004

A ;
Mountain lions are at the top of the food chain in the Chihuahuan
Desert.

US Fish and Wildlife Photo.

Based in El Paso, the mission of CDEC is to collatmefforts
among public educators, the public and CDEC in ettppf
programs that enhance conservation and educatithre @hihuahuan
Desert. The goals of the organization includevieg as a resource
on information about the Chihuahuan Desert, engiogdife long
learning about the Chihuahuan Desert and collaingrafforts
among public educators, the public and CDEC to echa
conservation and education of the Chihuahuan DReser

http://www.chihuahuandesert.org/index.htm

Sign up online to receive their excellent newstattesvents in the
region! Rick LoBello (an old friend of many in tiBeg Bend area), is
the Executive Director.)



Blowers, Throwers, Floaters, Rooters, Pooters and Clingers
Mechanisms of Seed Dispersal in West Texas

by Steve Nelle, NRCS San Angelo

Plant communities are constantly changing. The miegktation on any given piece of
land changes in response to weather, grazing, fire,if@ilgbpulations and other factors.
Major disturbances such as drought, hailstorms, wildfioeding, or extreme overgrazing
cause bigger and faster changes. Most changes, howssipw and gradual, and may not
even be noticed unless one is a careful observer.

Understanding some of the ways that plants dispersepagddsmakes us more aware of the
dynamics of vegetation change. The title of thickrdescribes several of the most com-
mon ways that seed and plants move from place to platgives insight into how such
change takes place.

Blowers are those plant species designed to disperse their s¢leel pywer of wind. These
plants produce light fluffy seed that are picked up by thel\aimd blown for some distance.
Grasses that produce seed dispersed by the wind include canerbluide bluestem,
pappus grass, and trichloris. Unfortunately, this techniqualbagroven useful to hasten
the spread of K. R. bluestem and a few other invasiveagad3ther grasses such as
tumblegrass, plains lovegrass, and tumble lovegrass are ek $agrthe entire seed head to
break off and tumble across the ground, blown by the wisgéed are scattered along the
path. This is similar to the familiar way that tumbé=ma or Russian thistle is spread. Forbs
that spread their light feathery seed by blowing includéhhester, gayfeather, ironweed,
windflower, prickly lettuce, goldaster, milkweeds, milkes, skeletonplant, thistles, and
bluestar. Some woody plants that blow seed include moumiahogany, old man’s beard,
apache plume, tarbush, baccharis, desert willow, esggrasmiow, and cottonwood. A
variation of blowing seed is the winged seed that occuraaple and ash. As these seed
helicopter down from their canopy, they may blow salistance on a windy day.

Throwers are those plants that have the interesting abditying seed from spring-loaded
seedpods. Several plants that employ this method dfdssgersal include bluebonnet, wild
beans, vetch, flame acanthus, ruellia, and hairy tubetoryagone who has tried to collect
mature bluebonnet pods has probably experienced the expjoatisgand the loss of seed.

Floaters are those plants that produce light seed that is dslgd down slope during
heavy rains or downstream during flooding. Upland spedms&lighter seed are easily
washed downhill include menodora, engelmanndaisy, winecup, lsaisidieoats grama,
green sprangletop, and tridens. Lowland and riparianespeften have floating seed to aid
in dispersal to downstream floodplains. These spauwdsde eastern gammagrass, button
bush, pecan, little walnut, elms, sycamore, and sd#rceéWillow and cottonwood men-
tioned above as blowers, are also floaters, as theblawn seed that falls into creeks floats
downstream until it rests upon a freshly deposited sarfdbguick germination.



Floaters are those plants that produce light seed that is dlsiled down slope during heavy rains or
downstream during flooding. Upland species whose ligdded are easily washed downbhill
include menodora, engelmanndaisy, winecup, rain lily, sidgpatea, green sprangletop,
and tridens. Lowland and riparian species often havérftpaeed to aid in dispersal to
downstream floodplains. These species include eastenrmagnass, button bush, pecan,
little walnut, elms, sycamore, and salt cedar. Willmwd cottonwood mentioned above as
blowers, are also floaters, as the windblown seeddhatinto creeks floats downstream
until it rests upon a freshly deposited sandbar for quickigation.

Rootersare those plants that can reproduce without seed.e Jests also produce seed,
but often they spread more efficiently by root. This serual reproduction can take place
either from above ground stolons (runners), or from belmumma rhizomes and root
sprouting. Some of the more well know rooter grasseade buffalograss, curlymesquite,
burrograss, vine-mesquite, western wheatgrass, inlamptasgtand of course johnsongrass
and bermudagrass. A large number riparian sedges and alshapread this way. Rooter
forbs include heath aster, Mexican sagewort, prairiei@camstrate globemallow,
leatherweed croton, snakerherb, hariy tubetongue, lomodwra, and Mexican evening
primrose. Woody plants that spread by rooting include wild phumelia, western
soapberry, butterflybush, shin oak, live oak, and lechuguilla.

Pooters,as you might guess are those plants that disperseséael in the droppings of
animals. Animals that participate in this method of segdiclude livestock, deer,
raccoons, rabbits, coyotes, fox and many kinds of fatihg birds. Mesquite may be the
most famous for this. After cattle eat the tastynse#he hard seeds are deposited in nice,
wet, nutrient-rich cow pies. This is how mesquite baego prevalent. Another well-
known pooter type plant is juniper, whose berries atenday robins, waxwings, bluebirds
and thrashers. The pulp is digested, but the seed qpiaks/out to perpetuate the next
generation of juniper. Other pooters are snailseed beack wolfberry, pokeberry,
bloodberry, mulberry, bumelia, pricklypear, lotebush, deslere, Texas nightshade,
hawthorn, grape, algerita, persimmon and many kinds tif cdarious hard seeded grasses
such as panicums, or bristlegrass, and many kinds of legihatesan withstand the
digestion process are also spread in this manner.

Clingers are the plants that have various appendages, barbsks that allow the seed to
become attached or entangled in the hair coat ofngaasimals for a free ride until they fall
off or are dislodged. Several of the most hated pléatsuse this method of seed dispersal
include cocklebur, horehound, devil’s claw, beggars lice, andl®sir. Other clingers
include threeawn, Texas wintergrass, little barleyglegimead, hooked bristlegrasses,
bottlebrush squirreltail, mentzelia (stickleaf), beastrbur clover, and some species of
mimosa. Obnoxious variations of clingers are certggersyof cactus such as dog pear,
cholla and tasajillo. The needle sharp spines, @na minute barbs, stab passing animals or
humans. Once the spine sticks into an animal, theadm@ictually pulls off part of the plant.
When the cactus joint finally falls off the animalhés the ability to root and form a new
plant. Yet another type of clinger plant is gummy frass and several kinds of spiderling
which use sticky residue on the seed head and seed &tyltaxck themselves to passing
animals



More photos from Jeff Mohamed taken at Marathon




Much of the region covered by this newsletter &l not
seen any moisture for months. We are still hopamgl, our
prayers are becoming fervent!

Photo Burr Williams — Sibley Nature Center trail JA608

Tasajillo and broomweed



The red sand dunes northwest of Jal, New Mexi@heavy
fog. The BLM is the owner of most of the dunes, &tttess is
limited to 4-wheel drive vehicles.

Photo
Burr Williams



Fifteen species of cranes are found in the woner§continent
except Antarctica has either a winter or summeufadon. The
numbers of sandhill cranes equal the total numbal the rest of
the species, which are endangered by draining oéhmes,
agricultural poisons, and the inexorable spreatuafankind. We
Llaneros are blessed. We can see thousands ofsdnaneon the
Llano Estacado — one of only two places in the avarthere this is
possible! (The other is the Platte River, whereditames stage in
migration.) Photo — Burr Williams



The Rio Grande silvery minnow is a small fish that wase one of the most
abundant and widespread of the native fishes in the Rio Graddeezos
River. It existed from northern New Mexico to the GuliMexico in Texas.
Today the endangered silvery minnow occupies only about five pertes
historic range in the middle Rio Grande in New Mexico. Tglmut much of
its historic range, the decline of the Rio Grande syilvemnow has been at-
tributed to modification of the flow regime, channel dryirgservoirs and
dams, stream channelization, decreasing water quatityparnaps
interactions with non-native fish. During it varioife Istages, the silvery
minnow uses low velocity habitats with a sandy and silfystrate associated
with a meandering river that includes side channels, ogpband backwaters.
Hatchery bred silvery minnows was recently released (Dieeef6th) in Big
Bend National Park.

Information from John Karges,
West Texas Program Manager
Texas Nature Conservancy



A Carlsbad woman has been honored for her efforts iarregtrangelands on
her family's two ranches in Eddy County and for enlistitiger ranchers to do
the same on their rangeland. Alisa Ogden, who curreatles as the first
woman president of the New Mexico Cattle Growers Assiotiatvas
presented the Bureau of Land Management's Restore NawedMAward in
Albuquerque last week.

(Information sent by John Karges, West Texas Program §aina

Texas Nature Conservancy )

| spent four hours at Dickens Springs on Sunday Dec 28n¢pwhich
the temperature topped out in the mid 60s). | added eightespaicird
to the year list for this site, bringing me to 69 speciesuttebily, 6
species of amphibian, 14 species of reptile, 102 speciesdpfid 17
species of mammal at this site for 2008.

Recall: the stated goals for the end of the year (withfoar hour visit
per month) are sixty species of butterfly, five speciesngbhibian,
fifteen species of reptile, one-hundred species of bird, ifiedrf spe-
cies of mammal. | met my goals for every group excqptles where |
fell one short: the site did not kick out the usual diitgrof snakes | am
accustomed to.

Anthony Heweston — Lubbock

*** |f anyone in the region of this newsletter wallike
to use Anthony’s way of studying a specific site, w
would love to publish your results in the newsleétiige
would love to see blogs about sites, too!

Thanks for all the wonderful submissions this mosrth
and we hope to see as many next month — due by
January 20th.



