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ANOTHER NEW PLANT FOR THE SAND DUNES 
Buchnera Americana (Bluehearts)  

Photo by Malcolm McElvaney 
Range extension of 200+ miles (see story inside) 



ANYONE CAN ADD TO SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE 
 

 Malcolm McElvaney is a young man with a mission. He became  
fascinated with the waterholes of the sanddunes just west of the Llano  
Estacado. Using Google Earth, he locates dark spots in the dunes and records 
their GPS coordinates, and then sets out across the dunes almost every      
weekend. He records the life at the waterholes with digital still and video pho-
tography. He is a beginner, anxious to learn everything he can about what he 
finds. 
 After he brought almost 20 gigabytes of imagery to the Sibley Nature 
Center, the staff examined the material. As we identified the organisms in his 
photos, none of the staff knew the plant we now know as Buchnera americana. 
We sent the images to Michael Eason of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center, who immediately identified it. We then contacted Dr. Michael Powell of 
Sul Ross University, who reported it was not in their collections of the sand 
dunes, but he wondered if it could be B. floridana, which has been found in 
Crockett County. Steve Nelle of the San Angelo NRCS office told us that a 
BRIT (Botanical Research Institute of Texas) publication indicated it had been 
found in West Texas. When we contacted Robert J. (Bob) O’Kennon , President 
of the Texas Land Conservancy, Vice Chariman and Research Scientist at 
BRIT, he confirmed its identity as B. americana.                                                                              
 The Wildflower Center, Sul Ross, and BRIT would all like a specimen of 
the plant for their herbariums. O’Kennon reported that Dr. Chester Rowell    
collected B. floridana near Kermit in 1968. Both of the species are ephemerals, 
only germinating in optimal conditions. Triodanis perfoliata, or Venus’ Looking 
Glass, is a species with similar habitat requirements in West Texas, and staff 
members at the Sibley Nature Center have only seen it four years out of over 
forty years of observation. Malcolm only found one specimen of the Buchnera 
at only one of over 20 waterholes he has examined.                                         
 We posted a request on the New Mexico Plant Society List-serve for 
folks to tell us if anyone had seen Buchnera in New Mexico. Roger Peterson of 
the New Mexico Natural History Institute responded. He had researched the 
botany of the habitat in New Mexico extensively and had published several   
papers on the region, and to his knowledge, Buchnera americana has not been 
found in New Mexico sanddunes.                                                                     
 We hope young Malcolm continues to explore the sanddune region. 
Along with the unusual willow that Steve Nelle found, what else will be found? 



Malcolm records everything that he finds. He has shared almost 1000 
still photos and almost 400 video clips with the Sibley Nature Center. 
His goal is to create a DVD about the flora and fauna of the waterholes 
for the park to sell. Beyond this small grouping of spiders, we will in 
future issues continue to post some of his findings.  



MONAHANS STATE PARK NEEDS A SUPERINTENDENT 
 

· NOTE: OPEN TO EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL APPLICANTS. REP OSTED POSITION.        
 PREVIOUS APPLICANTS WILL BE CONSIDERED AND NEED NOT  REAPPLY. 

· Position Title: Program Supervisor II (Park Manager/Park Police Officer) 

· Posting Number: 09-16-117 

· Posted: January 22, 2009 

· Closes: Open Until Further Notice 

· Class/Salary Group: 1582/B11 

· Salary: $4,130.00/Mo. 

· Division: State Parks 

· Position Location: Monahans Sandhills State Park, 1-20 E, Exit #86, PO Box 1738, Monahans, TX 79756 

· Hiring Contact:  Mike Hill 

· Phone: 432/426-3533 

· Fax: 432/426-3149 

· E-Mail:  mike.hill2@tpwd.state.tx.us 

· General Position Description: Under the direction of the Region 1 Director, the Park Superintendent is 
responsible for the preservation, protection, operation and maintenance of Monahans Sandhill State Park.    
Responsibilities include but are not limited to: cultural and natural resource management; fiscal management; 
budget planning, preparation and monitoring; revenue management; human resources management; security 
and safety programs; maintenance and repair of facilities, grounds and equipment; customer service; public 
relations; marketing and promotion; interpretation and education; special events; community outreach;        
volunteer development and coordination of partnerships. Provides professional law enforcement services by 
educating the public about various laws and regulations, preventing violations by conducting high visibility 
patrols, and apprehending and arresting violators. Duties include enforcement of the Texas Park and Wildlife 
Code, State Park Rules and Regulations, Texas Penal Code and relevant provisions of other Texas laws; Patrols 
the State Park; performs investigations; conducts search and rescue operations; works closely with and assists 
other law enforcement agencies; on-call for emergency situations. Park Superintendent will be responsible for 
other assigned projects required by Region and Austin headquarters. Performs additional duties as assigned. 
Complies with all Agency, Division, and branch rules, regulations, and procedures. 

·  



 
“Eat, Drink, and Be Merry … 

Re-Building Local Food Systems”  
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PHOTOS BY JOHN ENGLISH — ABILENE 
NORTHERN HARRIER AND PINTAIL 



John English is a superb photographer residing in the Abilene area. 
The three photos included here were taken at the Bosque Del Apache 
Wildlife Refuge near Socorro, New Mexico.   

Digital photography and digital sound recording has revolutionized 
field biology, along with the Internet. The ability to share              
information almost instantaneously, for example, brings birders to a 
rarity quickly, and identification of unknowns of almost any         
organism become much simpler. We urge folks to sign up for 
listserves of various focus groups, such as Texbirds, the New    
Mexico Native Plant listserve, bookmark websites such Odonata 
Central and Bugguide that connect you to the online community of 
naturalists.  



Apple Wood lives in the Chicken House in Milnesand, New Mexico 
and works for the Nature Conservancy of New Mexico. Despite     
being from the east coast, she loves living in the middle of nowhere 
and exploring the sandylands country of eastern New Mexico. 

ABOVE, YELLOW MUD  TURTLE., PHOTO, APPLE  WOOD 

Ms. Wood urges everyone to sign up for the following; 
The eighth annual High Plains Lesser Prairie-Chicken Festival is    
being held April 17 - 19, 2009 in Milnesand, NM. Located ~20 miles 
directly west of Bledsoe, TX. Registrations are being accepted until 
April 1, 2009. But don't wait! Only 100 registrations are accepted and 
the festival is usually full before this deadline. See the following 
website for more information:  
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/recreation/prairie_ckn/Festival.html  



The typical lek scene... you have fighting, dancing and bystanders! 
These two burrowing owls (in the middle of the photograph) were  
indifferent to the LPCH (lesser prairie chicken) around them. The 
male LPCH (in front left of the photograph) is a captured and          
radio-collared male. (Photo by Apple Wood) 
 
Despite the hopes of the Sibley Nature Center staff to provide a   
similar prairie chicken viewing opportunity, we are unable to do so. 
We apologize to those that had indicated that they would like to join 
us, and encourage you to sign up for the Milnesand event. 
 
Every resident of the region should make an effort to see the LPCH 
boom at least once  in their life, as well as birders anywhere! 



Last year Anthony Hewetson visited Dickens Spring once a month 
for at least four hours. We urge everyone to take on a similar project 
in your area. This year he has a new goal; 
 
Greetings All: 
 
 Whereas last year's big push for me focussed on a single site -    
Dickens Springs, I decided an auto loop might be more fun this year 
as well as being more representative of how birding is usually done 
up in this part of Texas. 
 As Kent County is relatively poorly birded and potentially very       
interesting, with its southeasternmost position in our area, I decided 
to build a loop down there and to run it, once a month, for six to eight 
hours depending on the weather, the light conditions, and my mood. 
The loop starts in Clairemont runs east along 380, north along 1083 
and 145, west along 1228 and 2320, and south along 208 back to 
Clairemont. The loop is roughly 38 miles long, including sidetrips to 
the Clairemont Cemetery and to the Kent County Golf Course. Other 
good stops include a particularly wide stretch of Duck Creek, a  
crossing of the Brazos River, and several woodlots with abandoned 
houses. There is no standing water whatsoever along the route - 
unless you count the water traps at the Kent County Golf Course! 
 My goals for the year: sixty species of butterfly, ten species of       
amphibian, twenty species of reptile, one-hundred and fifty species of 
bird, and twenty species of mammal. 
 My first visit was a six hour visit (it was a windy day and     
crittering was pretty slow) and I tallied three species of butterfly, one 
species of amphibian, fifty-five species of bird, and three species of 
mammal.  
 If you would like to receive his full report of his sightings each 
month, email him at;terrverts@yahoo.com  



Orchard Mason Bees  

 

By Renee West 

It's getting close to that time of year - the season of the orchard mason bees. The 
shiny blue-black solitary bees are among nature's very earliest pollinators. Native 
across most of North America, these bees have only one short season a year, even 
in our relatively mild climate. Here, it's late January into February. 

These cute little bees are a joy to watch. They all come out of diapause (like      
hibernation) at about the same time. Right away, the boys are looking for girls. And 
right after mating, the girls go to work, looking for nest holes to lay their eggs. 
These gentle ladies work themselves literally to death provisioning their nests with 
pollen for their babies (the larvae that eventually hatch from the eggs). 

In the bargain, early-flowering plants get their pollen spread around in the very im-
portant process of pollination. And since non-native fruit trees, especially apples, 
are among the earliest bloomers, the bees got the term 'orchard' in their name. They 
work our redbud, apples, and Mexican buckeye. Our neighbor has noticed them  
pollinating the apricot trees in her yard. Some of our native trees and shrubs also 
bloom in February and benefit from the pollination. Besides Mexican buckeye, 
these include algerita and mescal bean. 

The bees, Osmia lignaria, are also called blue orchard bees. They nest in holes in 
wood, concrete, even rocks. But they rely on ready-made holes - they don't make 
their own. If you want to increase the population of these helpful friends, say, 
around your orchard, you can put up bee blocks (man-made bee nests). These 
blocks or boxes usually have longer holes (tubes) than those in nature. Each      
female takes an individual tube for her nesting purposes. And it's been found that 
when they have longer holes available, females will probably lay more eggs. The 
females can control the sex of their eggs. Most of the extra eggs they lay are     
females - who are the ones who do most of the pollination work. This makes 
them extra-valuable for farmers. 

This phenomenon, and the recent research on the agricultural uses of orchard    
mason bees, has resulted in a new kind of business of selling bee blocks, and even 
the bees. Brian Griffin started Knox Cellars [www. knoxcellars.com] after         
noticing the bees in his orchard and then researching their fascinating life cycles. 
He even wrote a useful book, The Orchard Mason Bee: The Life History, Biology, 
Propagation, and Use of a North American Native Bee. (You can buy it from Knox 
Cellars, which his daughter now runs.) 

 



But you probably don't need to buy bees. We didn't - they're native here. We 
found them nesting in small holes in the mortar between bricks (they do no    
damage) and in rocks. After that, we started putting out bee blocks, more every 
year. This February we will have at least five nest blocks out, each with 148 
tubes, for a whopping total of 740 tubes! And by March those tubes will be filled 
with pollen and bee larvae, all tucked in for the rest of the year - the show over. 

The blocks are right in front of our front door so we can watch the show: clusters 
of shiny black bees (a little smaller than honeybees) working away, flying to the 
backyard flowering trees, then returning to find their individual nests and deposit 
pollen and eggs. They are so gentle (solitary bees usually are) that you can stand 
right in front of all those tubes and they pay no attention to you. I've never been 
stung, and neither has anyone else on our front porch. 

Even if you don't have an orchard, lots of people put out blocks just to enhance 
breeding habitat for native pollinators. But one thing to consider if you want to 
start is the huge population increase that results. Each female has the capacity to 
lay up to 30 eggs in her life, but she may not manage to find nests for them all. If 
she has tubes available, she can lay 20 or 30 eggs for next year! As long as there is 
enough pollen to harvest and suitable nest holes, these bees will stay very loyal to 
a site. You too could end up with hundreds or thousands of bees. (Might as well 
plant more heirloom apple trees and reap the benefits!) 

Another highly informative book on these bees is How to Manage the Blue       
Orchard Bees As an Orchard Pollinator by Jordi Bosch and William Kemp, bee     
scientists for the USD A. It is oriented toward professional orchards and offers an 
alternative to honeybees, which are harder to manage and are suffering colony  
collapse. It is filled with fascinating details about their life cycles, activities, and 
predators and parasites. 

 
This February, keep an eye out for small shiny bees around your land. They're all 
around us, if we take time to notice. And if you want to see our girls in action, be 
sure to check out our front porch. 
 
***This article is reprinted from Desert Voices, the newsletter of the Chihuahuan 
Desert Conservation Alliance, based in Carlsbad, New Mexico. The 8 page  
monthly newsletter always several informative articles about the places and          
organisms of the Carlsbad area.  To subscribe, send an email to Eric Pierce 
(epierce@warpdriveonline.com) or mail a check to P.O. Box 5412, Carlsbad, N.M 
88220. Individual membership is $15, while family membership is $25.    



 
  

 

 

 

Orchard mason bee nesting boxes on  
Steve and Renee West’s front porch. 

 
****************** 

 
The Chihuahuan Desert Education Coalition, based in El Paso, 
produces an e-newsletter. One of the items in the January edition 
is a You-tube link featuring singing Couch’s Spadefoot and Texas 
Toads that Executive Director Rick LoBello recorded in the Big 
Bend area. The newsletter also includes mention of many events, 
field trips, seminars, and projects in the region. Go to           
http://www.chihuahuandesert.org/ and explore their website! 



 
Northern Shrike irruption  
and a plethora of raptors  

in the Panhandle 
 
 
 
On Tex-birds, Greg Lasley posted the following; 
 
Al Green and I spent 8-13 January 2009 roaming the Panhandle    
taking photos of raptors, mainly. Although we did not see anything 
truly stunning, I had some interesting observations based on my own 
(GWL) past experiences in the area. Anyway, here are some things 
some of you may find of interest. 
 
Prairie Falcon - We saw 18 Prairie Falcons during this period which  
was quite a few more than I typically expect to see during that many  
days in the field in that area. I did not record each location, but I  
had them all the way from Lake Marvin on the east and Texline on 
the west, and south to the Caprocks Canyon area. 
 
Northern Shrike - We saw 5 Northern Shrikes during the period and  
photographed 3 of them. Photos of the 3 and brief descriptions of the  
other 2 have been sent to the North American Birds regional editor 
and Mark Lockwood. 
 
During the 6 days we saw many Ferruginous, Rough-legged, and 
Red-tailed Hawks, as well as loads of American Kestrels, Northern  
Harriers, several Golden Eagles, several Cooper's Hawks, and one  
Merlin. Overall, the most active raptor area for  us was the northwest  
corner of the Panhandle from Dalhart west to the NM border and 
north to Texline, then back east to the Stratford area, more or less. 
 
Go to http://www.greglasley.net/ and view Lasley’s images. He is a  
former member of the Texas Bird Records Committee of TOS. 



Mescalero Sand Dunes 

West of Tatum, New Mexico 

 

John Egbert retired as the head of the New Mexico Nature              
Conservancy.  One of the chapter’s goals has been preservation of 
lesser prairie chicken habitat in the state. He has spent a lot of time in 
the sanddunes east of Roswell, and has kindly sent us photos and  
poetry for El  Despoblado. 

   
Funnel Spider at Sand Ranch 
 
Tickling your tablecloth, 
The silken sheet you’ve laid, 
Your kind invitation for casual visitors 
To dance, to tap their toes on your woven mesh 
Long enough for you to enjoy the party. 
 
I’ve seen folks like you waiting in the wings, 
Behind their computer screens or in the hallways, 
Their demeanor, like your funnel, pricked by the slightest twitch, 
Ready to pounce or reach out; there’s a difference don’t you know. 
For you, I realize, deliberation means death. 
 
I’m that way myself at times, though rarely ready to bite the mouth that feeds. 
And when it feels right, life’s more about sprinting from that dark hole 
To engulf a stupid cricket and wrap it in your arms, 
Cradling it not much differently than we would blanket our child, 
As odd as that might seem. 
 
When I first saw your act, I took a stick and scrapped your web 
From a bowl of sand under the crouching yucca, choosing to let the cricket live, 
Not thinking about you really, thinking that you could make another trap 
And do your business as I do mine. 



Mescalero Sands   
Chaves County, Eastern New Mexico 
(45 miles east of Roswell, lying north and south of highway 380) 
Over the last thirty years the Mescalero Sanddunes area has gained attention for 
its sand dune lizard, Sceloporus arenicolus and other endemics such as the    
Jerusalem Cricket, Stenopelmatus mescaleroensis, Mescalero Shield-back    
Katydid, Plagiostira mescaleroensis, as well as the Mescalero Thread-legged 
Katydid, Arethaea mescalero. Overall, biologists have counted 17 woody 
plants, 48 graminoids,  29 reptiles, 5 amphibians, 124 birds, and 59 mammal 
species. A mere 80 species of arthropods are listed, but no doubt these numbers 
will increase with future study. Visit the official BLM dunes area above, or 
drive through the Sands Ranch gate onto public land just east of the BLM 
dunes area. The area is exactly north of  the New Mexico state highway rest 
area. (This little spot is itself a hot birding area in mid to late May and again 
from early to late September.) Be careful not to get stuck in the sand. You will 
find a large array of sandy backroads. Look for drilling pads. Drive very slowly 
and get out to listen for prairie chickens. Often the birds will dance in the roads. 



Say’s Phoebe     
 
Dipping into shinnery mottes 
When the sun comes out between midday rains, 
You rub your shoulders into sand papery leaves 
Like a cow against a bare butt tree. 
 
Shaking and shimmying,  
You lather yourself with the fine soap of dust and rain, 
Gathering water from dripping leather  
 Then flick your wings over the green oak mound, 
Giving back the holy. 
     
A slew of sunflowers crowd oaks and mesquite,   
Inviting smiles in all directions, 
Ray flowers dripping on the sand, 
Relaxing footprints and swelling spider holes, 
Turning webs to glass. 
 
Blue-winged butterflies 
Pitch out from sunflower eaves, 
Like dried petals blown across the dunes, 
Like dimes of sand hill asters. 

Only luck will save your life. 
 
 



About the Invaders Program of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
Training at the Sibley Nature Center (an affiliate of LBJWC) 

Saturday, February 21, 2009, 9am-4pm (email bwilliams@sibleynaturecenter.org) 

The rise of biological invasions by harmful exotic species of plants and animals 
is a growing and very real problem. Exotic species — organisms that evolved in 
one area of the world that now occur in other areas — are becoming increasingly 
worrisome. One reason behind the worry is that we, humans, are the major      
intentional and/or unwitting agent of transportation for these marauding plants 
and animals. The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center is one of many public 
agencies and private organizations working to confront this problem. 

Invaders of Texas 
The Invaders of Texas Program is an innovative campaign whereby volunteer 
"citizen scientists" are trained using a specially developed Invasive Species 
Early Detection and Reporting Kit. With this kit, volunteers can help detect     
invaders' arrival and dispersal in their own local areas. They can deliver that    
information into a national database and to those who can do something about it. 
The premise is simple. The more trained eyes watching for invasives, the better 
our chances of lessening or avoiding damage to our native landscape. 

Early Detection and Reporting 
The Early Detection and Reporting (EDR) Initiative supports the creation and 
perpetuation of a network of local citizen scientist teams who seek out and report 
outbreaks of selected environmentally and economically harmful invasive      
species. These teams, coordinated by Strange Days consortium partners, will 
contribute important data to local and national resource managers who will, in 
turn, coordinate appropriate responses to control the spread of unwanted          
invaders. The Invaders EDR Initiative is designed to move the target audience 
beyond awareness to action on invasive species. 

Program History 
The national pilot program, Invaders, was developed by a consortium of Botanic 
Gardens, Natural History Museums, Zoos, and Aquaria in partnership with Sea 
Studios Foundation, National Geographic and Vulcan Productions. It was 
launched on April 20 when National Geographic's Strange Days on Planet Earth 
TV series premiered its opening episode about invaders on PBS. The first        
Invaders program, Invaders of the Sonoran Desert Region, was developed by the 
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum (ASDM). 
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WHERE THE RUDISTS ROAMED 
Delyse Jaeger, Sonora, Eaton Hill Preserve 

 
 Have you ever heard of an animal called a rudist?  Pronounced like 
“nudist” except with an “r”, a rudist bivalve is an ancient marine animal. A 
freaky-shelled clam, so to speak.  Apparently, the critters liked this area back 
when the shallow seawaters covered the landscape.  Fossilized evidence of their 
conical, shell-covered bodies is found throughout the limestone and is           
especially abundant in the quarry floor at Sonora’s Eaton Hill Wildlife Sanctu-
ary.  Rudists or rudistids are, well ,WERE unusually shaped clams that an-
chored themselves to the sea floor by partially burrowing into the mud. 
 Paleontologists can estimate the age of a rock formation by identifying 
the creatures preserved within it.  Rudist bivalves are found in the late Jurassic 
and Cretaceous Periods but became extinct at the end of the Cretaceous.  The 
fossils on Eaton Hill are actually hardened molds, rather than the actual shell of 
the animals.  The shells of early rudistids were made of aragonite which in 
time, will dissolve in water. As the sediment hardened and the shell                
deteriorated, an impression or mold remained either of the exterior or interior 
of the creature.  Many interior molds display beautiful patterns and chambers, 
varying dramatically in shape according to what is preserved – a cross section 
or lateral impression of the horn-shaped shell.  The cap shell often appears as a 
scooped out impression with the tell-tale linear lines of common sea shells. 
 After spending many hours scanning the rocks on Eaton Hill, studying 
the fossil impressions and trying to identify with certainty just what these     
reatures were, it is thrilling to have found the answer.  This, I owe to Dr. Keith  
Minor, who so generously shared his time and knowledge in “reading the 
rocks” on Eaton Hill.  Pictures of fossils from the Eaton Hill display are posted 
on his website at www.cretaceousfossils.com.  This is a fabulous, user-friendly 
website, packed with information and beautiful photographs.  Next time you 
hike the hill, imagine the warm, shallow sea and the strange creatures that once 
made it their home. 



Brown Pelican at Spence Reservoir near Robert Lee 
 
 Blogger Donna Chafin of Lubbock posted the picture below. When the 
staff at Sibley saw it, we immediately posted notification of it to TexBirds. Eric      
Carpenter, the Central Texas recorder for the Texas Ornithological Society,    
excitedly responded and will include it in his report to TOS and to American 
Birds. Dr. Keith Arnold of Texas A&M requested that the photo be added to the 
TOS bird photo records collection. The Midland Naturalists did an Audubon 
Christmas Count the same day as the photograph was taken and recorded 449 
White Pelicans, but no Brown Pelican. Donna’s blog;                                      
http://chafinphotos.blogspot.com/  She is in the 2009 class of the Llano         
Estacado chapter (Midland) of the Texas Master Naturalists. 
 Modern technology allows all of us to network so effectively! We are 
glad that the El Despoblado e-newsletter has played a small part...  



Jay Packer, a masters’ biology student at Angelo State University reported a 
Ruddy Ground Dove,  an exceedingly rare bird in Texas. It’s only been      
documented a dozen or so times, with all records coming from the lower Rio 
Grande Valley, Big Bend, and one record near El Paso. He says,“While this 
new record (if and when accepted) is by far the most northern in Texas, and  
totally unprecedented so far from the Rio Grande, another Ruddy Ground-Dove 
turned up at Lake Balmorhea in west Texas just last October. This begs the 
question. Was there a push of Ruddy Ground-Doves out of Mexico into west 
Texas this winter? If one could put 10,000 birders out into the mesquite     
grassland habitats of west Texas, would more Ruddy Ground-Doves turn up?”  
Visit http://www.ocellated.com/ to see more photos, and read his blog. 



Thanks for all of the wonderful submissions this month! We 
are excited about the growth of the newsletter — over 1000 
people received the last issue. Thanks for everyone            
forwarding it on to their friends and co-workers, who then 
asked to subscribe to it. It is great fun to put it together! 
 
Don’t forget all of the issues can be found on the Sibley     
Nature Center website (www.sibleynaturecenter.org). Just 
click on newsletters and click on El Despoblado. We hope 
you visit the rest of the site, too, with its 700+ essays and 
4000+ photos in 110+ photoessays (all about West Texas and 
Eastern New Mexico.)   
 
Pray for rain!  
 
Playa lake    
northwest of  
Goldsmith        
September 1997 


