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Castle Gap — the highway to the west (until 1881) 



Mortar hole above the spring at the mouth of the Castle Gap 
canyon. The spring no longer exists, but from descriptions 
of travelers on stagecoaches, wagon trains, and cattle drives, 
the spring is thought to have been near where a series of 
mortar holes line the canyon wall.  



Castle Gap was on the highway for Anglo travelers from 1845 until 1881. The 
Comanches would focus their attention on the cattle drives (after 1866) and 
wagon trains on the southern Llano. There, just east of Castle Gap and     
Horsehead Crossing, the travelers would be at their weakest at the dry end of 
the three-day’s distance between the Concho River and Horsehead. Travelers of 
the time reported seeing the trail lined with dead livestock and lonely graves of 
those that had gone before them — and not all had been killed by Indians. 
Thirst killed more livestock and men than the Comanches did, especially in the 
heat of the long summer, and especially during the dry years. (And… dry years 
were the norm!) 
 
One of the landowners of the Gap recently gave permission to the Region 18 
Education Service Center and the Sibley Nature Center to hold a teacher’s     
inservice at the location. Over the next year, the staff of both facilities will be 
working on “A virtual visit to Castle Gap” for students of the region to utilize. 
Castle Gap’s vital historical importance should be known by every schoolchild 
in the region. King and Castle Mountains (on either side of the Gap) is also a 
fascinating ecological zone of transition (or ecotone), with the flora and fauna 
of the Chihuahuan Desert reaching its northeastern limits of their ranges at the 
location.  
 
We hope that other regional Education Service centers throughout the Texas  
Pecos Trail region will begin to develop similar products for their students to 
use. Every county has some historical landmark that encapsulates its history 
which can serve as way for students to learn local history.  As stakeholders of 
the region, we hope the readers of this newsletter will encourage their local 
teachers to lobby their educational service centers to follow suit. Everyone 
needs to know their local history!    
 
Local museums can also contribute greatly to regional historical education. 
With their collections of local artifacts, diaries, books, and more, local          
museums should also join in the effort to convince the public educational      
establishment that involving students in projects based on the research of their 
own local history is one of the best ways to get young people interested in    
history. History is more than memorizing dates! It can be an exciting             
exploration involving all the senses and stretching the mind! 



 
 

Texas Pecos Trail Region  
to Hold March Board Meeting  

in Fort Clark Springs 
 
 Fort Clark Springs will host the Thursday, March 19th meeting 
of the Texas Pecos Trail Board  of Directors at 10:30 am in the Ser-
vice Club Building. The Fort Museum will be open at 9:30 for those 
who are interested. There will be a guided tour of the Fort Clark facil-
ity at 1:00. The public is invited to attend. 
 Dineen Mansfield, Senior Communications Specialist for the 
Marketing/ Communications Division of the Texas Heritage Trails 
Program, will be the guest speaker. Mr. Mansfield will announce 
plans for the Brochure Launch Media Event to be held in Midland  
at the CAF Hanger on May 7th. The Media Event will showcase the 
new Pecos Trail Brochure that will be used to promote heritage     
destination in the 22 county region. 
 The cost for the popular networking lunch is $10.00. Those 
wishing to make reservation for lunch or to spend the night on 
Wednesday should contact Chair Betty Cash at 432-639-2705 or 
leave a message at the Pecos Trail office at  325-387-2927. RSVP’s 
may also be made to texaspecostrail@hotmail.com. 
 The Texas Pecos Trail Region promotes the preservation, pro-
tection, and promotion of the historic, cultural, and environmental 
heritage in the 22 county region. 
 
A new regional coordinator will be hired April 1st. Ten qualified    
applicants resumes are being reviewed and interviews are being   
conducted. 
 



  EVEN WEEDS HAVE HISTORY! 
 Many west Texans know this as 
silver leaf nightshade, whiteweed, or 
trompillo. It is a horrible pest in gardens, 
for it has a rhizomatous root that with-
stands repeated applications of herbi-
cides. Its stems are covered with small 
spines that make it a horror to attempt to 
yank out of the ground (which just 
makes it grow  better, anyway.) 
 But… did you know…. 
That for centuries trompillo was the 
catalyst for making asadero cheese? The 
berries are mashed and then cooked 
(which neutralizes their         alkaline 
toxins), and the resulting     liquid is 
added to milk. Within an hour or two the 
whey and curds separate. The curds 
were then hung up in a cloth bag in the 
shade, and after thirty six hours, the 
cheese was ready to eat!   
 
 

 The strange orange stems that crawl 
all over other plants during the hot summer 
is a plant that people know as dodder or 
lovevine. It is a parasite that can diminish 
the strength of the plant to which it is      
attached. 
 Young girls during the days of      
settlement learned that pieces of the plant 
could be ripped from a host plant and then 
tossed onto another plant, and it might take 
root on the second plant. If it did, that 
meant their boyfriend truly loved them…. 
Which is why it is called love vine! 



                                                                                                                                                

THE HISTORY OF ANIMAL EMIGRATION 
 

Porcupines were not always found in the Texas Pecos Trails region. They did 
not spread away from the Davis and Glass Mountains until the countryside    
became full of brush. They began showing up in Midland County in the 1960’s, 
and in Reagan County in the 1950’s. When did they show up in your county?  


