NO CHILD LEFT INSIDE
#6
FOR THE 6TH SIX WEEKS
OF THE
2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR

(CORRELATING C/SCOPE WITH OFFERINGS FROM
THE SIBLEY NATURE CENTER)
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Encourage your students to attend summer camps at
Sibley this summer. Please print page 2 and 3 astip
classrooms of 4th through 6th graders! Thanks!



SUMMER CAMPS
(FOR 4TH-6TH GRADERS)

The Sibley Nature Center is having two sets of sumnmapséhis year.

**+x*Michael Nickell will present his annual bug camp. Studenh grades
4-6 will roam the trails catching insects for the SidMature Center insect
collections. Students will catch butterflies, scorgiospiders, dragonflies, bees,
centipedes, and more (all without getting stung!) . Studeititalso pin some

of the specimens for the collections, and view a spbaferpoint presentations
about the ecology of insects. The camp will run 9-12.00 dah@dollowing
weeks;June 15-19, July 13-17, and August 17-2The cost is_$75or a

week. Enrollment is limited t&5 students each week

Have the parent
of the students
interested in the
camp to contact
Michael Nickell
at 684-6827.




*****The Sibley Nature Center will be hosting a summer canop minority
studentsin 4" through &' grades with an interest science and wildlifae
camp is free!Students will spend time outdoors hiking the trails learnbwua
our local flora and fauna. Much of the time will be spénha Sibley Nature
Center pond investigating and catching fish, frogs, birdgashiéies and more.
Students will be using digital cameras to create their baoklet of their
adventures. The dates of the camp are June 29-July 3, July 6-10,

July 20-24, and Aug 10-14, and will run from 9 a.m. until noon dung each
of the weeks.

The goal of the Sibley Nature Center camp is to spark artwleage the
minds of the young scientists, while we showcase the woodléne region
(the Llano Estacado) that we call home. The camp wi¥é lirofessors from
Texas Tech University as guest presenters and tedotwershe Ector County
Independent School District and Sibley Nature Centdfrsthalso assist me.
We encourage teachers to identify and encourage studentsl@abawnique
opportunity here in west TexaBlease send the names and contact
information, of your students wanting to take the camp(and the dates
they would like to attend) to daisy@sibleynaturecenterrg.

The students will receive t-shirts and other items. Walalove to have
teachers come for a visit, too. If you are interestedagyour information
(name and days you plan to visit) to daisy@sibleynaturecerger

| (Daisy Dominguez) am a student in the Texas Tech HoGotlege’s Natural

History and Humanities program and am interning at thieysature Center
for part of the summer, after | complete an interiraree at the Cary Institute
for Ecological Studies at Millbrook, New York. | graduatesim ECISD.

| will be available to meet with students and teacherfor a few minutes
about the camp on May &, 7" & 8" — during any school hours — just email
me and tell me where to be and when!
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Gr K Unit 11: Exploring Organisms and Their Environment
(Life in a Tree)

At school; Not only will birds and squirrels visit a tréeit many insects and
arthropods as well. If a live oak is found on campus, pagiaipatention the
many varieties of galls (fuzzy or hard balls on leavestavigs), aphids and the
insects that use their honeydew (butterflies, aatfhbppers and more.

On the Sibley website (www.sibleynaturecenter.org)vstie students our
photoessay (Mesquite) in the prairie to mesquite brushkeettba of habitats,
http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/habitats/prairie/mescauite/index. html

Call Michael Nickell (684-6827) to schedule a field trip losely examine a
mesquite tree!



Gr 1 Unit 10: Investigating Organisms:
Interactions, Interdependence, and Change

Organisms can only survive in environments in which the@ds can be met.

At school; Survey the school grounds and list every orgathst can be
found (if you don’t know a name, give it one!). After an hotiexploration
come back and examine 5 photoessays on the Sibley website,
www.sibleynaturecenter.org. See how many of the orgamnysur class found
that our volunteer photographers found. Check out the 5 phat®esstitled
Master Naturalists document the diversity of Midland's Urban Forest

http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_birds/

index.html
http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urbancisise
index.html
http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_mdshma

index.html

http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_plants/
index.html

http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_refptile

index.html

The urban forest has many species of organisms, inclugamy that do not
live in the pastureland surrounding Midland.

At Sibley; Come investigate the mesquite pasturelaatl.Michael Nickell at

684-6827 to schedule a visit!
I Texas Blind Snake (5 inches long) found in the

Vet ﬁleaflitter under shrubs. Eats termites! (And

y 284 there are several dozen at your school, but they
B> f § stay underground 99 percent of the time...)




Gr 2 Unit 10: Animals

There are somewhat different kinds of relationshipdiffierent places. Animals
eat plants or other animals for food and may also use f{lamn¢esen other
animals) for shelter and nesting.

At school; Some species of birds and squirrels use. {@#bsr species of birds
never go into a tree. A common visitor to a schoolyardribsgeér sits in a tree is
a kllldeer Watch for a killdeer, and try to flgure out wihaoes at school!

On the Sibley website visit

| “the behavior of birds.” (in
. the animal behavior section.)
o

httg Il

= % www.sibleynaturecenter.org/
¥ ¢ photoessays/birdbehavior/
\(i! index.html

Among almost one hundred
: photos students will find

At Sibley come walk the trails, and try to identifyeblrspecies of birds and
animals that only use one of the following two habiat$he pond versus the
mesquite brushland. Call Michael Nickell at 684 6827 to schexdluisit!



Gr 3 Unit 08: Investigating Ecosystems

Interactions within an ecosystem contribute to an orgasisurvival.

At school; Schoolyards are a very basic ecosystem. Dweerhgrass has a
limited populations of insects and arthropods. Have the stsidigy to find at
least ten different species of insects (and five wexants) in the mowed
grass. The shrubs and trees also provide homes for adimiteber of species.
Have the students try to find at least ten differgecges of birds, insects, and
mammals in the trees.

All of the trees and plants in town create the urbaestyand many species
only live in town. Have the students answer the following;
Why do some species of organisms only live in town?

On the Sibley Nature Center website ;www.sibleynatemésr.org
Check out the 5 photoessays in the urban forest hakitéibn entitled
Master Naturalists document the diversity of Midland's Urban Forest

http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_birds/

index.html
http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urbancisise
index.html
http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_mdshma

index.html

http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_plants/
index.html

http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/photoessays/urban_refptile

index.html

At Sibley; Walk the trails at the Sibley Nature Ceraged find 20 species of
organisms that only live in the mesquite pastureland.Nlialhael Nickell at
684-6827 to schedule a visit!



Gr 4 Unit 08: Comparative Adaptations

Organisms develop different kinds of adaptations in ordsutaive.

At school; Have the students try to decide what stremsi@sals must be
adapted to be able to survive. (ability for quick escape, extadlyesight or
flocking social behavior to be able to watch for predators andgdoging
nocturnal, being fossorial (living underground), being well caflaged... and
So on.)

On the Sibley Website;

Have the students read “Gyppy and alkaline soil)
http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/essays/moseying/
exploringnature/040901_soil.html

And view the photoessay “Shafter Lake”
http://www.sibleynaturecenter.org/daytrips/shafterlake/irtaex.

Alkaline habitats are one of the harshest environmertteimorld. West Texas
has saline creeks, and salt lakes (salinas.)

At Sibley;
Investigate the pond at Sibley. What are some of thptatilans by
organisms in the pond for survival?
Call Michael Nickell at 684-
6827 to schedule a  visit.

This unusual beetle was
found at Mosquito Lake
south of Pecos. Notice the
succulent growth of the seed-
ling plants, too, another ad-
aptation to alkaline soil.



Gr 5 Unit 09: Experimental Design

This unit bundles student expectations dealing piticess skills in
order to investigate topics they have learned jincaut the year.
This unit is designed to give students an opparunidevelop the
skills needed in experimental design. In this funait for 5th grade,
students will research topics and solve problemmutih the proces:
of scientific inquiry. The practice of experimendksign will
continue to be developed throughout the remainragelevels.

\We encourage your students to consider utilizirgSHoley Nature
Center and its trails for the project. Have thelshis c\all Michael
Nickell at 684 6827 for ideas for projects.

Grade 6

We do not have any material for space travel op@rites of|
the solar system.

We would love to hear from you! Please email us at
bwilliams@sibleynaturecenter.

Let us know if our newsletter has been helpful, andsgleaake suggestions.
\We hope that next year MISD visitations will increaseéh you (the teachers
having a year of C/scope experience.

J7




