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Texas Pecos Trails Brochure 
Launch Media Event to be 
held in Midland at the CAF 
Hanger on May 7th.  



Texas Pecos Trail Region 

Brochure Launch  
Date/Time:5/7/2009    

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (refreshments provided) 

Location: 

American Airpower Heritage Museum & 
Confederate Air Force Headquarters 

9600 Wright Dr.  
Midland, Texas 79711 
Phone: 432-563-1000 

  

Join the Texas Historical Commission for the launch of our    
newest travel guide, the Texas Pecos Trail Region! 

Let the frontier spirit of the Big Sky Country lure you to this region 
where miles of adventure await discovery. Find the real pioneering 
spirit of West Texas in the mystique of cowboy and Native American 
history and culture.   

For more information call the Texas Pecos Trail Region at  
325.387.2927.  



4th Annual Tour des Forts Bike Ride 

Date/Time:5/23/2009   

 Location:Junction , Texas  
Cost:$35.00 through May 10; $45 after May 10  

 

The 4th Annual Tour des Forts Bike Ride will be held on Saturday, 
May 23, 2009 starting at the Kimble County Courthouse in         
Junction. Cyclists can ride 20, 40 or the complete 100-mile century 
ride. 

Stations will be set up for the cyclists with fruit, water, energy 
drinks/bars and medical aid. There will be SAG support for the entire 
route, along with police escort. See the beautiful flowers along the 
winding country roads of the Central Hill Country from Junction to 
Menard and back to Junction. 

There will also be a pasta dinner on Friday at 7:00 p.m. for the       
cyclists/family as well as a Sunday ride to South Llano State Park 
with breakfast served (benefiting Meals on Wheels).  

The Tour de Forts Bike Ride is sponsored by Junction Tourism and 
Central Texas Hills and Rivers Region, Inc. To sign up, go to 
www.signmeup.com/64004. For more information, visit 
www.cthrr.org/biketour.htm or contact: 

Lynn Foreman 
CAVU Canyon Ranch 
10400 E. Ranch Rd. 2169 



 
Windfarms are a new chapter in the history of West Texas. Their 
presence has reinvigorated small towns and sparsely populated 
counties. Under the turbines, redbuds and wild plums still bloom 
in the draws running down the slopes of the mesas.  



A few ranchers in the region have established small herds of buf-
falo. They once roamed as far south as Del Rio and beyond, on 
the east side of the Pecos River. 



 

Fort Lancaster State Historic Site 
 
An education/boy scout living history weekend will be held on April         
24 - 25, 2009. This event will also be open to the public. Encourage your 
area teachers to bring out your children to learn about early Texas history      
including Infantry, artillery, military camels, cavalry, s tage coach, Lipan 
Apaches and Fort Lancaster History. 
 
The first annual Turkey Fest sponsored by the Friends of Fort Lancaster and the 
Crockett County Dear Fest was held Saturday night March 21, 2009 at Fort 
Lancaster State Historic Site.  With an estimated 320 people feasting on a free 
fish dinner with all the trimmings under the big top tent the 1st annual fund 
raiser was a huge success. This is a great start on our way to having funds to 
offer the kinds of programs Fort Lancaster has planned for this year.  
Many thanks goes to all those who purchased donation tickets and made       
donations for the Turkey Fest event. VIP Livestock, Camera’s Two, Adcock 
Pumping Company, Baggett Companies, Crockett County Abstract, Glover 
Company, Ozona Insurance, Ozona National Bank, Ozona Stockman, Pierce 
Ranches, Rig Data, Southwest Texas Electric Coop, Stokes Drilling, The       
Savory Center, Wool Growers Central Storage, Jana Recknagel, Hargrove Crop 
Insurance, Iraan Car Wash, C&T Auto and Feed, Pistols & Petticoats,      
Granddad’s, Triple C Hardware, Crockett Automotive, Hitchin’ Post         
Steakhouse, Live Oak Outfitters, Hugh & Melissa Childress, Will Seahorn, Pon 
Seahorn, Martin & Vicki Childress, Gregory’s Guns and Gear, West Ranch,  
Engine Supply & Service, Ernest Woodward and JJJ Outfitters. 
 
Please come visit us at the Fort and help support our great Camel Expedition 
re-enactment event October 10-17, 2009 as we travel west down I-10 to Fort 
Stockton with camels, mounted infantry, mule drawn wagons and infantry. Our 
goals for this event are to involve area schools, community awareness,      
scholarships and documented for future education use. Advertising sponsorship 
packages are still available. For more information about what is going on at 
Fort Lancaster give us a call at 432-836-4391 or visit our Friends website at 
http://www.friendsoffortlancaster.org. Things are happening at the Fort         
Lancaster State Historic Site just 8 miles East of Sheffield on Texas Hwy 290! 
 



Permian Historical Society Spring Program 
Petroleum Museum, Midland County, Texas 

25 April 2009 
 
 

Happy Hour and Program of Papers 
9:30 A. M. Registration and Happy Hour…….……..  
Coffee and Breakfast; Visiting; Viewing of displays 
Book buying to benefit PHS 
 
 
9:45 A. M. Board of Directors Meeting 
 
10:00 A. M. Program of Papers ……...…..………….…... Betty Cash, Program Vice 
President, moderator 
 
Crane, Texas: Then and Now ………………..…………………………….………………….......  
Evelyn Stroder 
This presentation is a slide show. The presenter spent years working on the history of the 
town that was created by an oil boom. She and her husband, Charles, live in Crane, where 
they came to teach school in the 1950s. 
 
Lillie Midkiff: Pioneer Mother …….…………..………………………………………...….....  
Mary Lou Midkiff 
The author discusses her second book about her husband’s pioneer ranching family. The 
focus this time is on the mother of the well-known Midkiff family. 
 
West Texas and College Desegregation: A Case Study …………………………..…….…....   
Daniel Cade Allen 
This is the second paper presented to PHS by this graduate student. His paper is a positive 
approach to the voluntary desegregation in the 1950s of Howard College and Odessa 
College. 
 
The Flache-White Ranch: A Chronicle of the Land and Its People …..……….......…… 
 Martha White Kallus 
The speaker’s Power Point presentation traces the history of her family that has ranched in 
Howard County for 100 years. This promises to be an interesting history. 
 
Women’s Airforce Service Pilots and Avenger Field, Sweetwater, Texas … 
Peggy Elliott and Mariana Nemir 
In February 1943 at Avenger Field—formerly known as Sweetwater Airport—in Nolan 
County, Texas, women began training as pilots in the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots, or 
WASP. Avenger Field remained a WASP base until December 1944, having trained over 
one thousand women as pilots. Thirty-seven of them died in service. 
 



The Parker House Ranching Museum will host its       
annual fundraiser event, The Spring Roundup, Friday, 
May 15, 2009.  It will be at the Willows and will feature 
steak or chicken dinner with all of the trimmings and  
entertainment by Jerry Dugan and Westwind.  We will 
have a live auction and a silent auction.  For more       
information call the museum at 432 335-9918 or     
Richard at 432 559-8855.   
 
Richard Cummins, Executive Director 
Parker House Ranching Museum  

Does anyone recognize the painting and artist? 
Do you know where the painting is located? 
 
Tom Lea’s mural “ Stampede”  is located in the Main Post Office in 
Odessa.  It is 6'7" high and 16'!0" wide. 
 
Lea gave the Parker House permission to reproduce i t on a limited 
edition print and also a post card, both of which a re for sale at the 
museum.   



When did porcupines arrive in your county? They came from 
the west during the 20th century, and are slowly spreading 
east (and have now reached the Sabine River at the eastern 
edge of Texas!) 



When did Great tailed Grackles and Eurasian Collared Doves arrive in your 
county? The Grackles were originally found along the Texas coast, and not 
inland, while the Eurasian Doves escaped captivity in Florida about 15 
years ago.  



 

CAF Airpower Museum's calendar of events  
 
 

April 
17-Evening at the Museum with PBS 
18-Mike Jacobs, Holocaust survivor 
 
May 
25-Memorial Day ceremony in the garden, lunch and program to follow 
 
June 
2-5 Open enrollment Junior Aviation Cadet Academy (JACA) 
5- "Hollywood Goes to War" Evening at the Museum 
 
July 
6-10 Aviation Cadet Academy 
25- Grinnell Gallery/Research Center opening 
28-31 Open Enrollment JACA 
 
August 
14- "Hollywood Goes to War" Evening at the Museum 
18-21 Open Enrollment JACA 
29-Event with the WASP 
 
September 
26-National Museum Day in conjunction with Smithsonian Museum Day 
 
October 
9-Save the Girls lunch and American Combat Airman Hall of Fame black-  
tie dinner 
 
December 
5-Family day, "Preemptive Strike" with Allan Armstrong 
 
Dates and speakers are subject to change. Call the CAF Airpower  
Museum at (432) 567-3010 for more details.  



Lipan Apaches 
 

The Internet is a wonderful tool. The Lipan Apache historian wrote to the editor of this newsletter in 
response to the mention of Magoosh (in a previous newsletter,) a fascinating chief of the Lipans in 
the 1800’s, and included some information about Ipa, who supposedly an Apache chieftain in the 
1700’s:   
 
I do have an interesting fact about Magoosh for you. He was bald, and this seems to have been a 
cgenetic trait. But Magoosh's baldness can be traced directly back to his ancestors, which were called 
Pelones by the Spanish ca. 1740's-1780's. Magoosh was descended from a band that was part of a 
Lipan tribal division known as the Forest Lipans. In the late 1600's and early 1700's, they lived in the 
Cross Timbers east/southeast of Wichita Falls. Once the Comanches entered Texas about 1700, they 
were pushed out of that region further south and by 1780 were living east and southeast of San     
Antonio. Magoosh was born into one band of these Pelones  (or hairless ones). Now, the Lipans  
practiced facial hair removal for both men and women- eyelashes, eyebrows and men's facial hair. 
So, the term Pelones might just be a reference to this practice. But I think it was also a reference to 
the fact that there was some genetic anomaly among the Lipans that produced genetic baldness. So 
Magoosh's baldness is also a road map to his ancestry. 
  
The Llano Estacado was "ground zero" for so many fascinating developments in inter-tribal          
cooperation after 1860. Someday (when I can clear my desk of some other projects) I'd love to do a 
journal article on this topic.  I'm especially interested in the cooperation between the Kwahad1 and 
Kotsoteka Comanches (particularly Mow-ways band of Kotsotekas) and the Mescaleros and Lipans. 
There was something stirring among these groups in the Civil War years that never quite came to 
fruition, but if it had, it would have rocked the western military establishment.  
 
Ipa and Muchaque- what I find fascinating is the Comanche translation of their name for Muchaque- 
"old man plucking his hair or beard." This was probably a direct reference to the Lipan practice of 
facial hair removal. The Spanish reported encountering generic Apaches in 1680's in an expedition 
from the Pecos to the Concho River (San Angelo). There's no way to definitively link these 
"Apaches" to the Lipans but there were probably at least some Lipans in the area by that date. A 
Lipan tribal history states that the tribe moved into Texas and then developed a trade route between 
the upper Colorado and the Pecos Pueblo. Spanish records show that they didn't move down into the 
San Antonio area until the 1720's, so they were probably present in or near Borden Co. for at least 
1/2 century before then. 
 
But I have never found any oral history, tradition or tale about a Lipan chief named Ipa. In the early 
1900's, the Smithsonian theorized that the tribe was named after a famous chief and the tale of Ipa 
probably dates from about that time, but there is just no evidence of this fact. The tribal name means 
"The Light Gray People" and carries symbolism within Lipan color-directional belief. The name 
commemorates their migration from the north (as represented by the color white) toward the sacred 
east (represented by black). In a color palette, when you mix a little black with white, you get gray, 
or the Lipan word- hleh-pai or kleh-pai (we don't know exactly how it was pronounced). When they 
added the word "The People," or Nde to it, it became hleh-pai nde, or Lipande or Lipan. 
  
Regards, 
Nancy Minor 
Tribal Historian 
Lipan Apache Tribe of Texas 



Another fire season is upon us! Even the sandhills can burn… 
Fires are part of our history, ever with us, when the times are 
dry. 



PRAY FOR RAIN! 



You have received this newsletter because you have given us 
your email address for receiving emails on forms at various 
meetings and functions of the Texas Pecos Trails Association. 
 
We would love to have you contribute to the newsletter! We 
want to advertise your upcoming events, and to publish     
stories and photographs about the history of your town and 
county. Please send us the material no later than the 20th of 
each month (except this month) for inclusion in the        
newsletter. (send to bwilliams@sibleynaturecenter.org) 
 
You can see past issues on the Sibley Nature Center website, 
www.sibleynaturecenter.org. On the home page, click on 
newsletters, and select the newsletters “Texas Pecos Trails.” 
 
We also hope you check out our newsletter “El Despoblado,” 
which features the natural world of the region from Sonora to 
El Paso to Portales to Wichita Falls and to Abilene. It is   
written and  photographed by folks interested in the out of 
doors. It also features upcoming events presented by the      
region’s groups that venture out exploring the “wild.” 
 
We also hope you spend time visiting the Sibley Nature  
Center website (URL above). It is the best introduction on the 
Internet to the ecology and history of the Llano Estacado and 
surrounding regions in West Texas and eastern New Mexico. 
Over 30,000 adults and school children visit the website each 
month! It has over 800 essays about the region and over 4500 
photographs in over 135 photoessays featuring the plants and 
animals of the area. 


