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The mesa country near Iraan and Sheffield is largely unexplored by naturalists. 
Lancaster Hill and Independence Creek have been visited many times, but most 
of the rest of the ranch country has not been adequately surveyed. A portion of 
this issue will focus on this region.   



 
 
 
The central Texas 
species of  
Tickletongue, or 
Zanthoxylum, was 
found west of the 
Pecos, north and 
west of Sheffield. 

 
 
 
Guayacan is common 
in the Big Bend and 
just north of 
Pumpville, another 60 
miles south of a site a 
few miles north and 
west of Sheffield. A 
specimen was also 
found on King  
Mountain, another 30 
miles north, in years 
past. 



The oaks of the  
region are a puzzle. 
It may be that gray 
oak, mohr oak,  
possibly sandpaper 
oak (a subspecies of 
vasey oak), and 
vasey oak, hybrids of 
several of the above, 
plus escarpment live 
oak live in the  
region.  

 
 
 
 
What plant has rough 
leathery leaves, long 
skinny seedpods, and 
milky sap, and seems 
to prefer to grow 
among mats of 
lecheguilla and 
 sotol?  



Limestone camouflage; 
 
The folk name for this grasshopper 
is “toad lubber.” It is only an inch 
long. 

 
 
Roundtailed horned lizards are 
always rather small, but with 
varying colors depending on the 
location.  

Is this a species of shield bug? 
It was hidden under a  
long-dead juniper limb 



 
 
 
 
 
Greater earless lizard 

 
 
 
Crevice spiny lizard 

 
 
Mottled Rock Rattler 
(a very pale form) 



The diversity of the region is  
astounding. The 2009 chapter of the 
Llano Estacado chapter of the Texas 
Master Naturalists made a trip to 
two locations. Two members of the 
class own land in the area.  

The chapter takes field trips each 
month to private land on the southern 
Llano Estacado and surrounding areas. 
Most members have cameras and  
contribute thousands of photos each 
year in the effort to document the local 
flora and fauna. The photos are then 
shared with the Sibley Nature Center.  

It will take 
years to  
identify all of 
the organisms 
found, if ever. 
Bioregional 
collections of 
specimens or 
photos are a  
rarity.  
 Any available  
information  is 
spread among 
specialists all 
over the 
 nation. 



 
 
Evidence of American  
Indians abound, from large 
rock middens to overhangs 
with food and medicinal 
plants lining the cliff faces 
at the entry to shelters.  
Almost every landowner 
has a collection of artifacts. 
The small town of Iraan has 
a very active amateur  
archaeological group. 

A number of the overhangs 
have more modern visitors. 
Below this substantial  
shelter a large plastic bag 
(full of something) can be 
seen in the lower left of the 
photo. Landowners report 
that the numbers of illegal 
aliens passing through the 
region has diminished, but 
has not completely stopped. 
The region is more than 
100 miles north of the Rio 
Grande, with little water to 
be found except in rainy 
periods, or along the Pecos 
River or a few creeks only a 
few miles long. 



Davis Mountains Haiku 
 
 
 
 
 
A  fox leaps and bounds 
Through golden rivers of grass, 
Playing hide-and-seek. 
 
 
    After the first rain, 
    Two barn swallows dip and dart 
    In search of fresh mud. 
 
 
       Poorwill and cricket 
       Join in evening serenade: 
       Summer's musicians. 
 
 
Rain falling gently, 
Arrow-straight and lamb's-ear soft 
Makes nary a sound. 
 
 
    Two-tailed swallowtail, 
    Beautifully bright and buoyant 
    Floats on morning breeze. 
 
 
       Hillside of gray oaks 
       Steep in misty morning rain, 
       Same hue as the sky. 
 
 
Pungent scent of skunk 
Wafts through the bedroom window 
To keep me awake.  
 

Linda Hedges Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Trans-Pecos Regional Interpretative Specialist 

 



 Maggots 

Here's to the maggot, that  low little worm.  
 
If not for his good work our stomachs would churn.  
 
As he eats up corruption with a smile on his face, 
 
he leaves the world a cleaner place.  
 

Vultures 
 
The great black winged presence that swoops down from the sky 

To feast on the road kill as if it were pie 

Has a sharp, hooked beak that rips through the skin 

To get to the goodies that lie within 

Bald headed and grim , he acts like a ghoul         

But for cleaning up messes he’s nature’s best tool. 

 
 
 
 

James V. Humphrey  

Technical Sales Representative 

Permian Basin Operations 

Weatherford Laboratories  



 

Woke up this morning to mom & pop wren building a n est in a 
mesquite birdhouse I have hanging on my back patio.   

Pop even brings mom a bug from time to time........ what a guy!  

John English — Abilene photographer and birder 



 

John English 

Yellow-Crowned Night Heron on nest photographed  in  south Abilene. 

          Adult and three babies high in a pecan tr ee. 

          Check out the position of the eyes of the adult bir d.  



Lesser Prairie Chicken hen protecting her brood June 7th 2009. This hen's 
brood of 6 chicks hatched the day before this photo was taken. Two days 
later, she was located in short grass/forbs next to a crop circles 2.5 miles  
away from her nest. Chicks were observed! 2.5 miles is not far to fly,  
but for three day old chicks to make a 2.5 mile trek... that's amazing!  

Apple Wood 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Researcher  

Grasslans Charitable Foundation Field Office  
Milnesand, New Mexico 



 
 
Taken: 08Feb2009 by Exa Kay Luman in her front yard. A  
Cooper’s Hawk eating a Lesser Prairie Chicken male 5 miles west 
and 2 miles wouth of Milnesand, NM . The Coopers Hawk 
returned on day 2 and carried the LPCH away from the house.  



 

7TH ANNUAL  BUTTERFLY  FLUTTERBY   
AT THE CHIHUAHUAN  DESERT NATURE PARK  

 
The Asombro Institute for Science Education invites you to celebrate butterflies 
at the 7th Annual Butterfly Flutterby at the Chihuahuan Desert Nature Park on 

Saturday, August 15, 2009 from 9 am to noon.  Butterflies are delicate creatures 
that grace our world and delight people of all ages.  Learn all about butterflies 
at the park!  For the kids there will be arts and crafts, butterfly sponge toss, and 
face painting. Make a butterfly watering plate to attract these dainty creatures 
to your yard.  Families can enjoy strolling along the Desert Discovery Trail or 
browsing our bucket auction (tons of great items up for grabs).  All proceeds 
from the bucket auction benefit the Asombro Institute’s education programs 

and site development.  Admission is $1.   
 

The Chihuahuan Desert Nature Park is located northeast of Las Cruces.  From 
I-25 in Las Cruces, head east on Highway 70.  Take the Mesa Grande Road exit 

(at Oñate High School).  Make a U-turn under the highway to head west and 
stay in the right lane.  Turn right (north) on Jornada Road.  Follow Jornada 

Road for 6.4 miles and turn left at the Chihuahuan Desert Nature Park 
sign.  Follow the entrance road to the parking area and trailhead. 

 
The Asombro Institute for Science Education is a nonprofit organization  

dedicated to increasing scientific literacy by fostering an understanding of the 
Chihuahuan Desert.  The Asombro Institute provides hands-on science 

 education programs for more than 12,000 students throughout southern New 
Mexico and west Texas each year.  Anyone interested in learning more about 

the Asombro Institute for Science Education, membership, and volunteer  
opportunities should call the Institute office at 575-524-3334 or check our web 

site at www.asombro.org. 
 
 

Contact: Rink Somerday 575-524-3334 
 Asombro Institute for Science Education 
   P.O. Box 891, Las Cruces, NM 88004 

   E-mail: rink@asombro.org  
  Web site: www.asombro.org 

  



Mating Painted 
Grasshoppers at 
Shafter Lake 
 
Erik Breden 



Erik Breden of 
Andrews, Texas  
watched a  
Western Kingbird 
feed nestlings on 
a moving 
pumpjack. 



I birded the Kent County Loop (Clairemont to Clairemont via 380, 
1083, 145, 1228, 2320, and 208) for six hours on July 26th, noting  
forty-three species of butterfly, two species of amphibian, five  
species of reptile, sixty-seven species of bird, and five species of 
mammal. 
 
The entire route was quite lush and flowers were everywhere. Recent 
rains should assure good flowers - and butterflies - through the rest of 
the summer. 
 
My goals for the loop are sixty species of butterfly, ten species of  
amphibian, twenty species of reptile, one-hundred and fifty species of 
bird, and twenty species of mammal in one year. 
 
My progress to date: fifty-five species of butterfly (92%), seven  
species of amphibian (70%), fifteen species of reptile (75%),  
one-hundred and thirty-nine species of bird (93%), and fifteen species 
of mammal (75%). I may have to amend the bird goal upward a bit 
but the others will all prove quite challenging now that I've  
cherry-picked most of the easy stuff.  Anthony Hewetson 

  Lubbock 
 
 

Velvet Mite (rainbug)  
emerging from new hole  
it was digging after a rain. 



Malcolm McElvaney of Odessa took a very close look at a Texas thistle. 
“A Texas Thistle I found showed me something new. Resting between two of 
the leaves and stem I found an old spider web, a molted skin captured by that 
web, ants and a tree hopper and its nymphs interacting. 
 
Tree hoppers are  insects that feed by sucking sap out of the plant. The sap is 
mainly sugars and a poor source of proteins that the insects need: therefore, to 
avoid an excess of sugar build up and shutting down the system into a  
comatose state, the excess sap is mixed as is into the waste produced. The final 
product is called honeydew and expelled out the anus by flicking it. The sap 
makes it mildly sweet and attractive to the ants as a food source. The  
honeydew will collect on the plant or small droplets form on the ground. When 
the ants detect these caste-off honeydew droplets they have a tendency to  
explore that plant more thoroughly, and find the source to tap the honeydew  
directly. 
 
Note the different sizes and colors of the treehoppers and their nymphs.”  



Debi Cates, also of Odessa, posted this photograph on her blog, stating 
 
“I've seen this flower quite a few times now, but still can't find it in my flower 
books or on the various Texas wildflower sites I know. It's a pretty bloom, 
about the size of a quarter, and the succulent leaves and stems are a pretty 
green. The only thing that keeps me from gathering its seed pods is the plant 
stinks! So I guess it will remain an "alley flower" to me.” 
 
It is a Syrian Rue (Peganum harmula), introduced in Deming, New Mexico in 
1928, for use as a dye plant, as mentioned in a previous issue of El  
Despoblado. It is toxic to livestock. It has spread all the way to California, to 
Albuquerque and to Midland County, yet another one of the many invasive 
and exotic plants found in our region.      



 
15 year old Nathan Taylor from 15 miles west of Lamesa brought in 
this photograph of moths on Caesalpina Jamesii.  



If you enjoy this newsletter, also considering becoming a 
member of Facebook, and request being a “friend” to Burr 
Williams.  
 
As part of the Sibley Nature Center’s effort to educate folks 
about our region, we post at least one picture of a species of 
either flora or fauna every day on the site (we sometimes miss 
a day!) We also add a small blurb (less than 50 words) about 
the organism.  
 
We try not to use photographs found on El Despoblado. Our 
volunteers and our network of regional bloggers and  
photographers do an incredible job of  recording the wonders 
of our region, and this way we get to share their work more 
often! 
 
We deeply appreciate all of the submissions this month. Keep 

them coming! 
 
 
Terrance Crump,  
age 11, took this 
photo of an ant alate 
(winged and sexually 
mature but unmated 
stage of ants and  
termites) suspended 
from a spider web.  


