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State meet
approaches;
Sept. 20
training
available

Burr Williams said he will
be at the State Conference in
October, and members are
deciding who will receive a
scholarship to attend. The
money woulod cover the
conference fee. If you are
interested, email Chris Cherry
at cherrycw@sbcglobal.net
and let him know.

An hour of advanced
training is waiting the Master
Naturalists who attend the
annual meeting of the
Midland Naturalists at 6:30
p.m. Sept. 20 at the Sibley
Nature Center.

Speaker Elaine Magruder
of the I-20 preserve will talk,
and Nathan Holmes, the new
preserve manager will also
attend. Burr Williams hopes
that he will agree to lead the
Master Naturalists on an
urban forest hike for the
November 13 lesson. The
Mescalero Dunes trip near
Tatum has been cancelled.

Please send your stories
and jpeg photos to
cherrytree@sbcglobal.net for
the next newsletter.

The newsletter is edited by
Barbara Cherry.

Should we stay or should we go?

Members explore the question of how
the local group works with the state

Master Naturalists will be tossing

around discussions about the pros and

cons of staying with the state
organization past 2010. This was
formally brought up at the last
quarterly
meeting,
Sept. 14,
and talk
was
introduced
about
leaving and
staying.

President
Chris
Cherry said
that the
state is
requiring
more
paperwork
than
before, and that this is taking much
time to fill. Many members are
frustrated about turning in their hours
on a quarterly basis, and some just
aren’t doing it at all. He asked
members for their opinions. Some
were expressed at the meeting, and
members are invited to e-mail him
with their thoughts.

He stressed that this is not an
Executive Board decision, but one for
the entire group to make. More time
for the topic was left to be at the next
quarterly meeting.

Paul Brown updated the group of

Speaker Brandon Hawkins
at the Quarterly Meeting

was discussed. Chris said members

about 30 that the city of Midland is
preparing to put up signs that name
the draws. His idea to do this was
introduced at the previous quarterly
meeting, and he followed up with
inquiries to the city. They are working
on this project now.

The state conference attendance

should email him if they want to
attend and possibly receive a
scholarship to help with the cost.
Before the meeting, Brandon
Hawkins, a biology graduate student at
University of Texas at the Permian
Basin talked about his study of rats
and their diet/behavior in their natural
habitats and when they live near a
ready-made man-made food source.
He’s been studying rats around
Midland. The concepts were a bit
complex, but the visual image of
making rats glow pink in the dark so
that they could be followed definitely
caught members’ imaginations.
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Please bring your
timesheets by to Sib-
ley or email them to
Sammy Hunnicutt at

llanochapter@yahoo.com




Dr. James
Cokendolpher
showed up in
August to hunt
bugs at night.
Several mem-
bers visited with
him and learned
what bugs were
attracted to his
blacklight setup
and other traps.

August lesson sparks art interests

Dr. Tomlinson inspires through words and drawing

Texas State Photographer to be at SNC Oct. 2-3

Wyman Meinzer, the Texas State Photographer, will be  richard@sibleynaturecenter.org, 684-6827.
at Sibley on Saturday, Oct. 2 at 10 a.m. for a free public Also, ask Richard if there are spaces available for a
presentation. special Wyman Meinzer photography workshop to be at
That evening a Sibley members-only event will offer Sibley Sunday, Oct. 3. The time is still to be determined.
wine and cheese while visiting with Mr. Meinzer. Please The fee for that workshop is $125 for Sibley members or
RSVP Richard Galle by email or by phone: $150 for nonmembers.

Bits and Pieces

Master Naturalists enjoy several opportunities
to explore as the summer closes

At the Septem-
ber lesson,
members ex-
plored the
Mescalero
Escarpment and
saw, among many
traces of ancient
habitation, Indian
pictographs.
Photo by Chris
Cherry

Enchanting the audience, Dr. Susan Tomlinson
read an essay to begin the August lesson at the
Sibley Nature Center. She came from Texas Tech
to teach about nature journaling. Her writing
style made listeners remember their bare first
impressions of the Llano Estacado. Then through
her choice observations, she made us proud that
we are taking steps to appreciate the area. She
compared it to the girl who is not the prettiest on
the schoolground, but who has longer-lasting,
harder-to-find assets.

After lunch, Dr. Tomlinson led the group in an
art lesson, beginning with a basic circle. Master
Naturalists then tried their skills at drawing
animals inside the Sibley Nature Center -- outside
the heat was about 100 degrees.

The lesson resulted in an interest in art
lessons. Michael Nickell (Museum Specialist of
the Sibley Nature Center) is offering a series of
fundamental drawing courses with emphasis
toward nature drawing and journaling. Each
course is five weeks long and are on Saturdays
from 1:30-3:30. Tuition for each course is $50.
There is a limit of 15 in class size and a minimum
age of 14. No prior experience is necessary, but
a willingness to work and study is paramount.




