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' Mediterranean
geckos arrived in
Midland in the
1980’s in plants sold
by local nurseries
that were purchased
at wholesale growers
near Houston.

Despite being killed
by hard freezes the
species has managed
to survive by finding
.| cracks in the walls of
. houses and wintering
inside the walls.

3 They are harmless,
and eat many species
of bugs.

Geckos are nocturnal and are often seen on windows at cédtiting moths
and other insects attracted by the lights. Like altdigathis one will regrow its
tail after losing it to a predator. The geckos can climlwimuows because their
toes have thousands of tiny hairs that can find thestinmperfections in glass.
They have not displaced any native species of reptleause they only can
survive in “the urban forest,” not out in the pasturelateldfwith mesquite.

Challenge for teachers and students; Find out if any geckos live at school.
During the day they can be found sleeping under objects omdabady They
are easy to keep in captivity, surviving on a diet of smradkets, and placed in
a terrarium with moist potting soil. Capture other insactd bring them to
school to see which invertebrate seems to be their favooite



