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“When the mesquites leaf out, there will be no 
more freezes,” is a bit of West Texas folklore 
that is mostly true — about once a decade, 
they do get frozen back. 
 
For lots of people who live in close proximity 
to mesquites, there is often a family contest to 
see who can find the first mesquite leafing out.  
 
Mesquite has always been in West Texas,     
despite the old folktale that “it came with 
Spanish cattle.” Originally, it was mostly    
confined to the 
draws, where 
green grass and 

extra moisture prevented fires from knocking 
them back.   
 
It spread out of the draws to cover the uplands 
after the rangeland was fenced. During 
droughts, livestock ate the beans and wherever 
they left dung, the seeds would germinate, as 
seen in the photo to the right.  
 
Every West Texas child should know the name 
of mesquite and know some of the stories,       
history, and uses of mesquite. 
 
TEACHER AND STUDENT CHALLENGE; 
At a visit to the school computer lab, assign your students (4-6th grade) to visit 
the Sibley Nature Center website, www.sibleynaturecenter.org, and have them 
create a document about mesquite. Have the students copy and paste photos 
and text to a Windows publisher  document, then have them pdf the file.      
Students with computers at home can do the project there, too. Then, send the 
document to bwilliams@sibleynaturecenter.org and we will post our favorite! 


