
I was a little surprised to see 

that almost everyone that 

had signed up for this trip 

actually showed up!  The 

weather in the Permian  

Basin might have kept some 

at home but with our recent 

history of surprisingly good 

weather defying what we 

saw at home held true.  The 

weather was really beautiful 

(with a little moister to keep 

it interesting).  I got to the 

camp early Friday to talk to 

Ranger Dan and to see the 

conditions and, as usual, 

Malcolm McElvaney had 

beat me to the ranch (itõs his 

favorite site).  I found Dan 

and he said that all was good 

and that he would be gone 

for most of the weekend but 

to make ourselves at home.  

Members started arriving a 

couple of hours later and 

started setting up their 

campsites.  Of all the years 

that Iõve been going to the 

Scout Ranch, Iõve got to say 

that this was one of the most 

beautiful sights that Iõve 

encountered.  The stream 

was really flowing and I 

knew that we were going to 

be seeing some relatively 

high fording down the trail 

but all òdoable.ó  I set my 

tent up immediately and got 

all of my gear inside in case 

the weather broke (which it 

never really did) and went 

back down the entry road to 

get some pictures.  We man-

aged to get a fire started 

with pretty wet wood thanks 

to Girl Scout Analiese    

Scoggins (she will never let 

us forget that a Girl Scout 

had to get the fire started at 

a Boy Scout Ranch).  We had 

great attendance at the fire 

and managed to keep it   

going until everyone went to 

bed.  On Saturday morning, 

we started down the Green 

Trail and immediately   

started fording the stream.  

Most skipped from rock to 

rock in an effort to keep their 

feet dry.  I knew what was 

ahead so just waded 

iné..sometimes well up to 

my thighs!  We enjoyed the 

beautiful weather, the clouds 

f l y i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e        

mounta ins ,  and  t he          

company.  Mountain laurels, 

alligator juniper, Texas   

madrone, flowers galore!  

Rick Dayõs boys concentrated 

on insects, specifically      

vinegaroons..and found  

plenty!  We all made it past 

Needle Rock and the Notch.  

Waterfalls were aplenty and 

the weather held out all day.  

As I said earlier, the water 

was higher than I have seen 

it in years (though it can get 

much higher!) and the air 

temperature was perfect 

even if we were a bit soggy 

from fording the stream.  

Malcolm and Zach ventured 

on to the Pole Pens but most 

of us simply had lunch at the 

Notch and took a little 

break.  Jake Roark and I 

went on above the Notch to 

look at the great little      

waterfall that was feeding 

the notché.and speculated 

the results from taking a 

dive off of the 90 foot drop to 

the water (with no real    

desire to test our theory).  

We scrambled back down 

and finished lunch and,   

reluctantly, started packing 

up for the return trip to 

camp.  Even though itõs 

downhill from there, itõs 

hard to leave such a great  
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spot.  With the trail so overgrown, we 

had to keep our eyes peeled for trail 

markers or  chance having to 

òbushwhackó our way back.  With only 

a couple of backtracks, we easily found 

our way back (though Stephanie      

Harper, who was soloing, reported do-

ing a little bushwhacking!)  Everyone 

ate a little back at camp and prepared 

for a second night around the campfire.  

Bob Templeton was good enough to find 

us some dry wood while he was in camp 

and with the little bit of wood that we 

brought back from the trailhead, we 

were ready for another evening of tall 

tales, etc. around a roaring fire.  The 

sky started out clear but as we started 

gathering for our fire, we saw 

lightning off in the distance and 

thought that our luck had final-

ly worn thin.  We started the 

fire anyway (with dry wood it 

was a piece of cake) and the 

weather cooperated for a long 

time.  A few sprinkles sent most 

of the folks to their tents later 

but Rick Day, David Crum, and 

I hung on and were rewarded 

with a nice long chat around a 

great fire.  All in all this trip 

has got to rank as one of the 

best trips weather -wise and 

scenery-wise that weõve had since the 

inception of this club.  

I think that the final 

nose count was about 

35 membersé.and 

none were disap-

pointed with their 

decision to come on 

this great excursion.  

We can only hope 

that future trips turn 

out as well!  

Park that he promises will be a little 

different than previous trips to the 

park.  As always, this is a great time to 

introduce potential new members to the 

club.  If you have someone that might 

be interested in meeting a bunch of 

great folks (sic) bring them along...and 

plan to go on a great trip!...and yes, you 

donõt have to be planning to attend the 

trip to come eat with your fellow    

The October PBOC meeting will take 

place at our favorite eatery, Murrayõs 

Deli, on Tuesday, October 12th, at 6 

p.m.  Murrayõs is located at 3211 W. 

Wadley here in Midland.  We will be 

finalizing plans for the October trip to 

Big Bend Ranch State Park.  Brandon 

Hawkins will be leading this trip.  He 

has found a very special location along 

the Rio Grande and inside the State 

members...so donõt be stick in the mud!  

October meeting  

idea!  Weõre all looking forward to a 

great way to close out our trips this 

year! 

options for members including the 

backpacking, the usual Carlsbad     

Caverns tour, a stay at a rustic ranch 

near the Park, an option to tour other 

òwild cavesó if we let the Park Service 

know early enough, backcountry drives, 

or any number of other options.  Sean 

will provide many more details than I 

have space for in the newsletter but if 

youõre interested in some variety and a 

little spice in the last trip of the year, 

you need to start planning for this trip.  

Thanks Sean for another imaginative 

As most of you know, the November 

trip is planned for Carlsbad Caverns 

National Park.  That sounds pretty  

sedate (though I hear that they are 

working on the elevator and it may re-

quire a complete walk in and walk out 

if the repairs arenõt complete by the 

November 12th trip date)é..but Sean 

has a lot of other options ready for the 

club!  He is planning a loop trail type 

backpacking option for those members 

that want a little more exercise and 

adventure.  There will be several     

November tripñSean Pattyõs great idea! 

òI like pigs.  Dogs look up to us.  

Cats look down on us.  Pigs 

treat us as equals.ó -        

 Winston Churchill  

Trip report continuedé.. 
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As I mentioned earlier, the October 15 -

17 outing club trip is to Big Bend Ranch 

State Park...but not so much the desert 

part of the park, but a riverside      

camping adventure.  Brandon Hawkins 

will be leading this trip.  Brandon was 

down in the ranch a few months ago 

helping a graduate student with her 

project and found a great campsite  

adjoining the Rio Grande.  He was so 

impressed with the site that he         

immediately came back and suggested 

that the club schedule the October trip 

to the site.  He said that the site would 

be ours alone and that hiking, fishing, 

photography, touring, etc. were all in 

the works.  The park folks promised 

that they would make the 

site ours alone with a  

little notice (so we need to 

hear from you as soon as 

possible to make sure we 

have a group).  I know 

Brandon well enough to 

know that if heõs excited 

about a camping area and 

recreational opportunities, we should be 

excited too!  We only have two more 

trips this year before the annual Christ-

mas Partyé..is that   possible!?...and 

the weather this time of year is the ab-

solute best for camping.  I know the 

area and I can verify that the scenery is 

incredible.  Brandon  

didnõt give me a 

d e a d l i n e  f o r       

members to  confirm 

but Iõll set it for  

Monday, October 

11th at 5 p.m.  If I 

find that he needs 

more lead time, Iõll 

let you knowéé.and noé.the picture 

above is not from Big Bend Ranch State 

Park but I know some areas near our 

camp that look just like  what you see.  

If you have an interest in photography, 

you need to make this trip!  

October TripñRio Grande Adventure at Big Bend Ranch State Park 

also remind you that, as a Sibley   

member, you are invited to a mem-

berõs only òmeet and greetó event 

that same day...but we need your 

RSVP (only if you plan to attend) 

so we can purchase enough refresh-

ments.  Also, there are still two 

slots open for the Sunday workshop 

that Mr. Meinzer will be offering.  The 

workshop has definitely made but we 

I mentioned this in the last newsletter 

but I wanted to remind you again that 

Wyman Meinzer, the Texas State     

Photographer will be giving a free,  

public presentation at the Sibley Na-

ture Center this coming weekend, Sat-

urday, October 2nd.  As a Sibley mem-

ber, you should have received a post-

card announcing this event.  I wanted 

to remind of this great opportunity and 

still have those two slots open if youõre 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n       

learning from a mas-

ter photographer.  

The member fee is 

$125é.so jump on it 

now if you want in!  

Wyman MeinzerñState Photographer visits Sibley 

simple one-day picnic, etc.  Put your 

thinking caps on and give me some ide-

as.  You know the old saw...if you donõt 

vote...etc., etc. 

new places (donõt we all like to see new    

territory?)  There is still chatter about a 

week-long trip to the Silverton/Durango 

area.  One of the other observations 

weõve had is the low attendance during 

the summer months.  Thatõs true of 

almost all clubs and organizations due 

to family travel, vacations, etc.  The last 

incarnation of the PBOC  (1984 to 2001) 

spent one summer month trip to      

Midlandõs Summer Mummersé..and 

we all enjoyed ourselves in group seat-

ing at that venue.  Other ideas were a 

Itõs hard for me to believe, but itõs time 

to start thinking about putting together 

our 2011 events calendar for the club.  

We usually get the club officers        

together and put together our upcoming 

year sometime in November so that we 

can hand the calendar out at our annu-

al Christmas party that will be on De-

cember 4th this year.  We always ask 

for ideas from club members so...hereõs 

your chance!  Iõve heard several       

comments this year about future trips 

and the overwhelming wish is to visit 

2011 PBOC Calendar 

òExperience is that marvelous 

thing that enables you to 

recognize a mistake when you 

make it again.ó 
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A few trip pics (all Richardõs this timeé..õcause I needed to get this out now! 


